
 

Calendar of Events 

          ************ 

November 1, 2012:  

Cassina Board Meeting  

at Cabins 10:00 a.m. 

        ************ 

November 8, 2012: 

Cassina Garden Club 

Meeting, Active and 

Associate members: 

C o a s t a l  G e o r g i a 

Historical Society, 

Hospitality  at 9:30 a.m. 

Meeting  at 10:00 a.m.  

       ************ 

November   12,   2012: 

St. Simons Council of 

Garden Clubs Meeting   

       ************ 

November 14-15, 2012 

G.C.G Conservation 

workshop at Charlie 

Elliott State Park, 

Mansfield, GA 

        ************ 

November   15,   2012: 

Field Trip to Midway 

Museum and LeConte-

Woodmanston Plantation 

and botanical Garden.  

Depart Cabins at 8:30 a.m. 

           ************ 

December        1,       2012: 

Magnolia Garden Club, 

Christmas Tour of   Homes 

           ************ 

December        8,       2012: 

Cassina G.C., 28th Annual 

Christmas Tour of  Homes 

                                                                                                                                                                              November 2012  

November Meeting 
 

“Container Gardening” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bryce Brock and Kelly Revels from The Vine, will 

present a program on container gardening and will 

have already “contained” plants for sale.  Always a 

favorite, Bryce and Kelly are very knowledgeable 

speakers and will give so many helpful tips that 

Cassina members will have no excuses but to have 

the most beautiful pots on the Island! 

November 8, 2012   

Coastal Georgia Historical Society  

      A.W. Jones Heritage Center 

9:30 a.m. Hospitality ~ 10:00 a.m. Meeting 
Hostesses: Sue Chambless, Liz DeMato, Helen Castrillo  
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“Plant it Pink” 

Penny Pines 

        Pictured:   “Before” 

This fall, Cassina Garden Club participated in the 

National Garden Club “Plant It Pink” project for 

Breast Cancer Awareness by landscaping the new 

entrance to our local Hospice of the Golden Isles.  

This project promotes the National Garden Club 

theme of “Planting in Special and Public Spaces.”  

One of the main initiatives of our Garden Club of 

Georgia President, Caroline Silcox, is to encourage 

garden clubs to undertake such projects.  This 

project with Hospice certainly qualifies.  

Cassina member Elaine Zeyock, developed a 

landscape plan.  Elaine and Anne Aspinwall then 

selected our “pink” plantings which included 

azaleas, roses, crepe myrtle, muhly grass, sedum, 

gaura, dianthus and obedient plants. Our hope is 

that there will be something “pink” blooming 

throughout the year.  Working with Hospice 

landscaper Bill McCauly, space was cleared, 

redesigned and planted.  Cassina  members spent a 

morning planting, watering and putting out pine 

straw. The whole effect is beautiful.   

We are still getting praise from Hospice personnel 

and visitors. Thanks to Frances Allen, Dale 

Anderson, Martha Armstrong, Anne Aspinwall, 

Nan Fuller, Barbara Murrah, Beverly Nash, Joanne 

Scott, Sara Taylor, and Elaine Zeyock for all their 

hard work.  

Our first phase is now complete, and throughout the 

year there will be additions to our landscaping plan. 

Watch for these opportunities and help when you 

can.   Please stop by Hospice to view what you, as a 

Cassina member, helped make happen. 

The National Garden Club and the USDA Forest Service have formed a 

partnership sustaining our national and urban forests.  Living in the Oleander 

District, surrounded by pine trees and motivated by recent fires that burned 

throughout Georgia, Cassina Garden Club is participating in this conservation 

project to replace and replant trees indigenous to damaged areas.  

Our gift in multiples of $68.00 will be donated to a Penny Pine Plantation - 

$68.00 will seed ten acres. Pennies will be collected at each membership 

meeting. Mary Carnathan and Alice Marie Burnet are overseeing this project. 

        Pictured:  “After” 

  Pictured: Mary Carnathan with pennies      
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Oleander District Meeting 
Nine members of Cassina Garden Club 

attended the fifty-fourth annual 

Oleander District meeting in Vidalia, 

Georgia.  The meeting was conducted 

by Oleander District Director, Sharon 

Flores and the honored guest was 

Caroline Silcox, President of The 

Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.   

The President of the Nominating 

Committee presented the slate of 2013-

2105 Officers for the Oleander District, 

which was approved.  The incoming 

President of GCG, Suzanne Wheeler, 

was introduced.  

The findings from the workshop conducted by Oleander district officers at Brunswick Country Club in 

May, “Great Programs Lead to Increased Membership”, have been published.  The first book was 

presented at the meeting to the President of GCG, Caroline Silcox.  A copy was given to the President of 

each Oleander District Garden Club.  The book will be available for viewing on the Oleander website.  

Upcoming events, including Cassina’s Christmas 

Tour of Homes, were announced.  Sales of the GCG 

Calendar “Expressions” last year raised $64,000 

which provided scholarships for 22 students. 

Noted Bonsai expert, Merv Greenburg of Bonsai 

Potensai Emporium, Alamo, Georgia, presented a 

fascinating program, “The Art of Bonsai.”  He 

demonstrated the techniques of creating bonsai 

through leaf trimming, pruning and wiring branches. 

Cassina received one District Award (see below.)  It 

was an exciting meeting for Cassina.  Next year’s 

District Meeting will be held close to home on Jekyll 

Island on October 22nd. 

      Pictured l-r: Pamela Hamilton, Dale Anderson, Beverly Nash, Liz DeMato,  

      Ruth Kolumber, Sue Cansler, Anne Aspinwall, Janis Rodriguez, Lee Dillard 

 

        Pictured:  Lee Dillard 

Cassina Wins Award 
Cassina Garden Club received a District Award at the  

54th Oleander District Meeting held in Vidalia, Georgia, 

on October 19th. 

Cassina received the award for the Garden Club that applied 

for and/or won the greatest number of Garden Club of 

Georgia, Deep South and National Garden Clubs awards.  

Congratulations Cassina members.  This is your award! 

Pull Tabs Reminder 

Please save pull tabs and remember to 

bring them with you to each meeting 

throughout the year.  Cassina is still 

participating in the Garden Club of 

Georgia project to donate aluminum pull 

tabs to Ronald McDonald House Charities 

to provide “Homes Away from Home” for 

families of hospitalized children. 
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The October membership meeting was attended by sixty-seven active members, three associate members, 

four prospective members, and two guests, totaling 76 attendees in all. It was held at the Coastal Georgia 

Historical Society Heritage Center and was the first Open meeting of the 2012-2013 year.  Anne Aspinwall 

began the meeting by asking Anne Brown to give the devotional – “Only God Can Make A Tree.”  

Elizabeth Freyer introduced the guests speakers, 

Candace Long Brewer and Lauretta (Sissy) 

Baumgardner Lingle. They gave a wonderful 

presentation about Candace’s mentor and Sissy’s father, 

Talmadge Meisse Baumgardner (“Bummy”), a student 

and friend of the noted landscape architect Thomas 

Church.  Bummy was responsible for the years of beautiful 

landscape architecture that we have all admired and 

enjoyed at Sea Island and throughout the region. 

The Treasurer gave her report.  Reports on Garden Club 

projects  “Plant it Pink” and “Pennies for Pines”  were 

given.  Bobbie Mohlman gave an update on the Christmas Tour of Homes, and each of the head hostess 

teams shared highlights of their homes and recognized their docents.  Updates were given on the Bake Sale 

and coming events.  Members were reminded of the the upcoming field trip on October 23 to CoastScapes.  

Anne Aspinwall announced the Golden Elephant Flea Market on November 2nd and 3rd in support of the 

Coastal Symphony of Georgia.  She also noted the Live Oak Garden Club’s Poinsettia sale.  After drawing 

for the October Birthday prize, the meeting was adjourned. 

October Cassina Membership Meeting 

 

Pictured :Candace Long Brewer and Sissy Baumgardner Lingle 

 Board Notes 
To keep the membership better informed 

about Board actions, a report from the 

most recent Board meeting is included in 

the monthly newsletter. 

Fourteen members attended the October 

Board meeting. 

Finance Committee recommendation          

to accept Preservation and Outreach 

Committee proposal. 

Disposition of Cassina funds approved. 

Cassina Garden work day planned for 

November 3rd  to plant for the 

Christmas Tour. 

Christmas Tour of Homes tickets will 

be distributed to Cassina members at 

November meeting. 

Eight gardens have been secured for the 

Garden Walk. 

 Birthday Winner 

Each month a drawing is 

held at the membership 

meeting to celebrate the 

birthdays for the month.  

October’s  bi r thday 

winner was Sharon 

Flores.  Happy Birthday 

to Sharon and other 

members celebrating a 

birthday in October.   

(Remember, you must be 

present to win).  If you 

have a birthday in 

November, don’t miss 

the membership meeting.  

You might be a birthday 

winner too!   
Sharon Flores 

October birthday winner 
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Preservation and Outreach Committee 

Contributions 
 

 Community Contributions:      St. Simons Land Trust                          $     100 

                                                  Coastal  Georgia Historical Society          1,000 

                                                  GCGA Scholarship Fund                             100 

 Special Request:                      Audubon Marker                                       2,000 

                                                  Hospice landscape "Plant it Pink"                600 

 Support Contributions:            Epworth By the Sea                                      100 

                                                  Epworth Museum                                         100 

                                                  Harrington School                                        100 

                                                  Leconte-Woodmanston                                100 

                                                  GCG Garden Therapy                                    25 

 Total:                                                                                                      $ 5,625 

  * Remaining funds will go toward Cassina’s Capital Improvement Fund for 

     the restoration of the cabins and $1,400 for the Tidewater Report (historic 

     remediation specialists). 

Gardens 
Fall planting of the 

Cassina gardens will 

t ake  p l ace  on 

Saturday, November 

3rd. We will be 

putting in cool season 

plants, and have a 

general garden clean 

up day.   

Please join us! 

It was wonderful to have four prospective members at our October meeting.  If you are one of their 

sponsors,  please call June Brown to set up the cabin membership orientation meeting.  This is the next step 

for fulfilling membership requirements.   Membership and Sponsor applications will be given out at the 

cabin orientation.  Remember that each prospective member must have a sponsor and an endorser for the 

application to be complete.  Once those forms are received and dated, the prospective member goes on the 

waiting list for next year’s membership.   

We look forward to getting to know our prospective members and getting them on their way toward 

membership!  Remember that January is our next open meeting for guests and prospective members to 

attend.  If you have any questions, please call June Brown or Dottie Fielder. 

Membership  

On Thursday, November 15th, we focus on Southern 

History - Explore Midway!  Meet at the cabins at    

8:30 a.m. to carpool to Midway.  We will tour the 

Midway Museum, filled with memorabilia of the        

C. C. Jones family and explore artifacts pertaining to 

the book  “The Children of Pride.”  Lunch at Captain 

Joe's.  On the way home we will stop at the ruins of the          

LeConte-Woodmanston Plantation and Botanical 

Garden.  Donations appreciated. 

November Field Trip  

to Midway 

 
Magnolia Garden Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Tour of Homes   

Saturday, December 1, 2012 
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The Best Bake Sale in Georgia is Now Even Better! 

Sue Chambless and Dale Anderson, Chairwomen of the 2012 Bake Sale, have added two special features 

to make this year’s Bake Sale more “member and tourgoer friendly.” Members will be happy to learn that 

Bake Sale workers will be at the Meeting Cabin on Friday, December 7th, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

to accept your contributions to the Bake Sale to be held on Saturday, December 8. All items should be 

securely and festively packaged and labeled in the Cassina tradition. 

Tourgoers, who will no doubt check out the Bake Sale before 

boarding the Sea Island buses, will be pleased to know that Sue 

and Dale have created a system where purchased bake sale 

items will be tagged and placed in the Tea Cabin for pickup 

later in the day.  This “product check” system will be used for 

paid items only.  Tourgoers utilizing this complimentary service 

will receive a receipt noting that all items need to be picked up 

by 6:00 p.m. on Tour Day.  Other purchased items such as 

cookbook/ornament gift packages will also be held for late 

pickup in the Tea Cabin. 

These features – early delivery of Bake Sale contributions and 

late pickup of purchased items – will make setting up the Bake 

Sale more efficient and enable tourgoers to buy as many items 

as they like without having to carry them on the Tour.  We hope 

these changes will be well received and look forward to your 

comments on how these features work in your Tour experience. 

 

Christmas Tour of Homes and Bake Sale 

                   Pictured:   Bake Sale Co-Chairs 

            l-r: Dale Anderson and  Sue Chambless 

In addition to yummy baked goods that will put smiles on the faces of everyone on your Christmas list, 

consider other interesting Cassina items for holiday giving.  

Our festively adorned cookbook and 

ornament gift packages are back by 

popular demand and will be available 

in the Tea Cabin.  Cooks and 

historians love this gift. Remember 

these packages for generous hostesses, 

those ‘hard to buy for’ aunts, and for 

adventurous uncles who put on an 

apron after hunting and fishing.  In 

addition, our Flora books will be 

decorated for the season with sprigs of 

holly. They are fun little gifts for the 

many gardeners on your list.   

So make your list, check it twice and 

head over to the Cabins on Tour Day!          

                Do Your Holiday Shopping at the Cabins! 

 

 Pictured:  Gift packaging Cookbooks 

 l-r: Anne Caswell and Martha Armstrong 

 

  Pictured:  Gift packaging Flora books 

  l-r: Anne Caswell and Lee Dillard               
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        Member Concerns  
Sympathy to Jennifer Kuja on the recent loss of 

her mother. 

Sympathy to Alice Marie Burnet on the loss of 

her sister, Lyneath Orr. 

Sandy Storino is at home recovering from a 

broken foot. 

                              ************ 

Contact Beth Thrift at beth_thrift@bellsouth.net 

regarding any member concerns 

Cassina members will be decorating the Cabins and two of the Tour homes.  To complete the décor, the 

following items are needed: 

Christmas cookie jars and tins 

Cookie cutters 

Local fresh citrus 

Old wheelbarrow 

Battery-operated outdoor lanterns 

If you have any of these items and are willing to loan them to Cassina for the Tour, please contact Lee 

Dillard at 638-7959. 

In two of our Tour homes we have beautiful pianos.  We would love to have pianists, and other musicians, 

to play holiday music as our tourgoers visit these homes.  Live music would be wonderful anytime 

between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 Noon, and 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.  If you are musical, please join us in 

fostering the Christmas spirit by volunteering to perform for our tourgoers.  If you have friends who play 

the piano or other instruments, please ask them if they might volunteer some of their time to play for our 

tourgoers.   Adults and adult-supervised children, 10 years old and above, are welcome.  Please contact 

Lee Dillard at 638-7959 for further information. 

Christmas Tour of Homes  

Calling All Members—Help Needed 

               Sea Island—Christmas Tour of Homes Package 

 
Kick off your holiday in style with a two-night stay at the Cloister on Sea Island  for 

the Christmas Tour.  Treat yourself to luxurious accommodations at The Cloister, 

breakfast daily, tickets to the Christmas Tour and a commemorative holiday 

ornament.  Casina package starts at $165 per person per night for double 

accommodations and $263 per person per night for single accommodations.  Two- 

night minimum stay required.  For reservations call (888) 336-0873. 

 

Cassina November Newsletter  
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Inspired by new opportunities in the 1950’s, 

Cassina Garden Club members put on their 

gardening gloves and dug into workshops, 

community activities and special gardening 

projects. Glynn County deeded the tabby cabins 

and adjoining grounds to Cassina Garden Club in 

1950.  To tell the story of plantation life and the 

history of the tabby cabins, members collected 

furnishings, documents and artifacts which were 

placed in the cabins as a museum. A library was 

begun with contributions from club members 

providing for a collection of over one hundred 

gardening books and pamphlets. 

From a design drawn up by landscape architects in 

1954, members created a plantation garden in front 

of the historic tabby cabins using native species, 

herbs and shrubs reminiscent of the plantation era. 

Following the success of the first Cassina Camellia 

Show held in 1947, the club in 1950 expanded it to 

include educational gardening exhibits, flower 

arrangement demonstrations and junior garden 

projects. The  Camellia Festival  won the 1954 and 

1956 purple ribbon award of the National Council 

of Garden Clubs. In 1956 members assisted with 

entertaining attendees of the South Atlantic Region 

meeting of the National Council of State Garden 

Clubs which was held on Saint Simons. 

In 1952, Cassina members persuaded the County to 

clean up the Gascoigne Bluff site on Frederica 

River and  helped maintain the  park area created 

there for the public.  In 1957, through the efforts of 

Cassina’s Wildlife and Conservation Committee, 

Gascoigne was named a bird sanctuary.  

In 1954, the club  sponsored garden week.  Seeds, 

plants and “special” garbage cans were sold to 

promote gardening and raise funds.  Elementary 

school girls were invited to participate in special 

programs and activities.  In 1957 the first Holiday 

House Bazaar was held in a member’s home.  

Christmas decorations were made and sold. These 

projects were necessary  to support  the expanding 

Cassina community and gardening interests.  Dues 

were raised to $5.00 in 1953. 

 

Olives were one of the 

most important crops in 

biblical times because 

they had so many 

different uses.   

Purple and black olives 

were picked at the 

autumn harvest, crushed 

and made into cooking 

oil, lamp fuel, medicine to soothe cuts and 

bruises, moisturizing lotion and oil for anointing.  

Olive oil was also used to prepare a body for burial. 

Whole olives were used for food.  They were eaten 

fresh when in season and pickled in saltwater for the 

rest of the year. 

The olive tree starts producing some fruit after 

about seven years.  It produces a full crop (about 

1,000 olives a year) only after 20 or more years.  

Although it’s a slow starter, the olive tree can 

produce fruit for hundreds of years.  Some trees 

have survived for more than 1,000 years. 

Jewish law protected olive trees even during war.  

Soldiers could eat the olives but not cut down the 

tree or burn the wood for sacrifices. 

The State of Georgia is encouraging the growing of 

olives as another agricultural project.  Sam Shaw 

and his brother have planted an olive orchard in 

Lakeland, GA and harvested their first oil last 

October.  Native fresh oil sells for a premium. 

Hopefully, we can go to Lakeland in the fall and 

purchase some for ourselves. 

Cassina in the 50’s, 1948-1957 
Submitted by Ruth Kolumber 

Olive Trees 
Submitted by Frances Allen 

Live Oaks Garden Club 

Pointsettia Sale 
Large, gold foil-wrapped potted Pointsettias are on 

sale for $18.00 and come in red, white or pink.  

Order deadline is November 19.  Plants will be 

delivered November 30.  Place your order today with 

your current Live Oaks Garden Club representative 

or with Terri Jaensch at 912-577-4596   

 


