
 

 

Calendar of Events  

                ******** 

January     3,       2013: 

Cassina Board Meeting  

at Cabins 10:00 a.m. 

                ******** 

 

January     10,    2013: 

Cassina Open Meeting. 

C o a s t a l  G e o r g i a  

Historical Society. 

Hospitality  at 9:30 a.m. 

Meeting  at 10:00 a.m.  

                ******** 

 

January    16,      2013: 

Native Plant Symposium, 

Athens, Georgia. 

                ********      

 

February     6,     2013:  

Field   Trip   to     Kingsley  

Plantation,      Jacksonville. 

Depart cabins at 10:00 a.m.  

                ********       

 

February    15,    2013: 

Annual Luncheon 

 “Celebrating 85 Years” 

(Members and Guests) 

Brunswick Country Club. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                               January 2013 

 

January Meeting 

Open to Members and Guests 
“Enchantment with 

 Georgia Coastal History” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Hall McCash is an 

award-winning author who 

spends her time between 

Murfreesboro, TN, and 

Jekyll Island, GA.   

 

She has written  historical 

novels about this area, the 

last being published in 

January and taking place on 

Cumberland Island.  She 

will speak on her “muse,” 

the Georgia Coastal history. 

January 10, 2013   
Coastal Georgia Historical Society  

  A.W. Jones Heritage Center 

9:30 a.m. Hospitality ~ 10:00 a.m. Meeting 
Hostesses: Martha Martin, Nan Fuller, Louise Ufer  
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“A Sea Island Christmas” 

Although it has only been a 

few days,  our 2012 

Christmas Tour is a memory.  

A wonderful memory.  A 

terrific dream.  But a real day 

that left us with Christmas 

carols in our heads, aching 

feet and the elation of hard 

work appreciated. 

On our Tour day, friends 

gathered for mini-reunions 

and families met to celebrate  

an  early Christmas.  All 

made memories of a day on 

Sea Island and a Christmas 

Tour and Bake Sale planned 

and executed with loving 

care and a bit of glitter.  As a 

member of Cassina, you are 

part of their happy memories  

and that is wonderful.  Hopefully, you also have some lovely 

memories.  Share them with family and friends; make them smile 

and a bit regretful that they did not go on the Tour. 

Next year, let us make more memories. Let‟s make them bigger 

and better, with more loving care and a bit more glitter.  Let us 

make our Christmas Tour and Bake Sale the Christmas event not 

to be missed.  Let‟s make our Tour day a tradition and a highlight 

of many Christmases to come! 

Thank you all, and best wishes for a healthy and happy 2013. 

Lee Dillard, Chairman, Christmas Tour  

To keep the membership better 

informed about Board actions, a 

report from the most recent Board 

meeting is included in the        

monthly newsletter. 

The Board did not meet in December. 

Board Notes 

GCG Meeting 

Mark your calendar to attend the 

Native Plant Symposium in Athens, 

Georgia on January 16, 2013.  Co-

sponsored by the Garden Club of 

Georgia and the State Botanical 

Garden of Georgia, UGA, Athens. 

 

Anne Aspinwall  decorating houses 

Book Sale 

Special Opportunity for  

Cassina Members 

At the January meeting, there will be 

new, almost new, and gently loved 

Cookbooks and Gardening Books for 

sale to Cassina members.  These 

books have been donated to Cassina 

and the proceeds from the sale will go 

into the cabin upkeep fund for future 

needs.  This is an event just for the 

January meeting.  Come prepared to 

shop „til you drop – and get some 

bargains in the process!! 

Member Concerns 
Sympathy to Julie Spivey on the 

recent loss of her husband, Ted. 

June Brown is recovering after foot 

surgery. 

Contact Beth Thrift for any member 

concerns at beth_thrift@bellsouth.net  
Lee Dillard and Rose Ann Williams decorating 
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“Arranging Christmas” a Success! 
Promoted for the first time during our annual Christmas 

Tour of Homes at Sea Island, “Arranging Christmas” 

combined the talents of five our members to create 

uniquely inspired arrangements for each house on the 

Tour. 

Our floral designers were:  GeeGee Adams who created 

a lovely and unusual oyster and boxwood topiary tree 

which was featured at House #1 on 46th Street;  Anne 

Caswell, for the house on 45th Street, composed a 

stunning creation in live greens, eucalyptus and dried 

hydrangeas entitled “Scents of Christmas;” featured at 

31st Street was an extraordinary arrangement in a stained 

glass compote created with red roses and fresh fruit and 

vegetables by designer Alice Barlow; Becky Yelverton 

wove her magic on a lovely boxwood topiary tree with a 

contemporary twist featuring miniature colored 

ornaments and lights which was presented at the house 

on 9th Street; and at Tour Stop #5, Jennifer Broadus 

ended the “Arranging Christmas” collection with a 

traditional arrangement featuring fresh greenery with a 

variety of white flowers and silver accents. 

Raffle tickets were sold at each home on the Tour giving 

ticket buyers five chances to win one of the five 

arrangements.  A drawing from all of the tickets was 

held at the cabins at 5:00 P.M. at the end of the Tour, 

and five lucky winners were picked to leave with a 

lovely remembrance of their Christmas home tour 

experience.  We raised $545 from raffle ticket sales! 

Thanks to all who made “Arranging Christmas” a 

wonderful success for our Garden Club! 

Jennifer Broadus with her arrangement “Christmas Shimmer” 

Anne Caswell with her arrangement “Scents of Christmas” 

 Gee Gee Adams with her arrangement “Oyster Shell 

        Christmas Tree 

Alice Barlow‟s arrangement 

“Fruit and Roses in Compote” 

Becky Yelverton‟s arrangement 

“Boxwood Christmas Tree” 

 



 Don’t forget to save your aluminum can “pull   

tabs” for collecting at each Cassina meeting. 
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Top Ticket Seller Christmas Pianist 
During the Tour of Homes in Cottage #466, 

beautiful Christmas carol music filled the air 

with Lou Scotti at the piano.  What a wonderful 

welcome to this fabulous home!   Not only 

does Lou play the piano, but he is a gifted poet 

and following is one of the poems he has 

written about our beautiful Golden Isles. 

“My Town” 
A quiet easy covers my town, 

A town called a Golden Isle; 

Where sunshine is renown, 

That‟s why I linger and stay awhile. 

 

An isle that looks at the sea 

With panoramas quite profound; 

And a lighthouse to oversee 

The tallest oaks that abound. 

 

Here you will find my home, 

Where people are kind and sincere; 

And so it is ~ that I hardly roam 

After crossing that bridge Lanier. 

 

But if I should when I come home again; 

What a joy to see those Marshes of Glynn. 

                                  Lou Scotti 

Marcie Maddox, Membership Manager of The Sea 

Island Company, presented Betsy Thwaite with a 

gift certificate for selling 35 Tour of Homes tickets.  

The gift certificate is for dinner for two or two 

rounds of golf or a spa treatment.  The member 

selling the next highest number was Bobbie 

Mohlman who sold 25 tickets.  Our members sold 

91 tickets in addition to those they had to purchase.  

Including sales of tickets by Sea Island, our total 

ticket sales came to 781 tickets!  We‟ve had 

positive feedback from Tourgoers who say they are 

looking forward to next year.  Our Tourgoers came 

from as far away as France, California, Canada, 

North Dakota, Virginia, and of course, nearby 

South Carolina and Florida. 

Congratulations to Sue Chambless and Dale 

Anderson on the success of the Bake Sale which 

generated more income to Cassina than ever before!  

Also, our congratulations to Martha Armstrong and 

her committee who made the cabins so beautiful 

and welcoming to our guests while selling lots of 

our cookbooks and other cabin products. 

We‟ll have more information for you at our January 

meeting.  In the meantime, thank you for your hard 

work to make this Tour such a big success. 

  

Birthday Winner 
Every month a drawing  is 

held at the membership 

meeting to celebrate the 

birthday for the month. 

(Remember you must be 

present to win!)  The 

December birthday winner 

will be drawn at the 

January meeting along 

with the January winner. 

 

L-r:  Betsy Thwaite receives her prize from Marcie Maddox 



 
     Cassina Newsletter / 5                                                                                                                      January 2013  

Membership 

Don‟t forget that the January meeting is an Open 

Meeting for guests and prospective members.  If 

you have someone who is interested in joining 

Cassina, now is the time to have them  attend this 

meeting.  After this month, the next Open Meeting 

will be in April.  All prospective members must 

attend two Open Meetings to become eligible for 

2013-14 New Member waiting list.  Please have 

your guest sign in as a prospective member (with 

PM by their name) if appropriate and be sure 

someone at the Membership table  knows  who 

you are sponsoring.  Also, any prospective 

member and sponsor who has not attended the 

cabin orientation as yet  must call June Brown to 

set up a time to do so.  It only takes a few minutes, 

but the orientation is one of the prospective 

member requirements before their name goes on 

the New Member waiting list for next year.  

If you have any questions, please contact anyone 

on the Membership Committee and they will be 

glad to help you know what to do. 

We will begin taking new membership 

photographs for next year‟s Yearbook at the 

January meeting.  If you would like a new photo, 

please let us know at the sign in  table, otherwise  

your photo from the current yearbook will be used. 

 

 Cassina Annual Luncheon 

“Celebrating 85 Years” 

February 15, 2013 

Brunswick Country Club 

Speaker:  

C. Richard (Dick) Yarbrough 

Syndicated Columnist/Humorist  
  

Plan to enter our Floral Arrangement 

Contest.  Details at the January  meeting 

and in the February newsletter. 

Theme: “Gift of a Garden” 

Mark your calendar to attend our annual 

luncheon.   Invitations will be available at  

our January meeting.   

Reservations:  Tables of 8    

 Cost:  $30 

On a chilly and damp day, thirteen 

Cass ina  members  met  and  

carpooled from the cabins to 

Midway, Georgia, to explore the 

rich history of the area.  We had a 

wonderful tour of the Midway 

museum with its many artifacts of 

furniture, silver, art, clothing and 

much more!  Our own Julie Spivey 

took us to the church for a tour and 

more information about the book, 

Children of Pride.   We lunched at a 

local restaurant before returning 

back to St. Simons Island. 

October Field Trip  
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Frederica Academy Visit to the Cabins 
Two days before Thanksgiving, twenty-four 

Pilgrims and Indians from the First Grade at 

Frederica Academy visited the cabins.  They 

enjoyed hearing Martha Armstrong tell them about 

the history of the cabins and Hamilton Plantation, 

and especially enjoyed seeing the cotton, okra and 

peanuts growing in our gardens.   Each child left 

with their own piece of cotton and a goody bag 

made by Sue Chambless. 

Thanks to the docents who helped make their visit 

so much fun – Sue Chambless,  Ladye Heisel, Mary 

Ellen Parkins, and Janis Rodriguez.   
Frederica Academy first graders visit our cabins 

Hospice of the Golden Isles 
For two years, Louise Ufer 

has faithfully coordinated a 

project for the Hospice of the 

Golden Isles.  Every 

Thanksgiving and Valentine‟s 

Day she designs and makes 

mini flower arrangements  to 

be placed on the dinner trays  

at the Hospice.    

This Thanksgiving she was 

helped by Cassina member 

Betty Davis.   

 

L-r: Betty Davis and Louise Ufer with their flowers. 

Cassina Newsletter 

If you have an article to submit for the newsletter, please send it to 

Pamela Hamilton by the 10th of January for the February newsletter.  

If you need a photograph taken of a special event or to go with your 

article, please let Pamela know so she can schedule a time to be there 

or have the photo taken.  Events after January 20th will be published in 

the March newsletter.  

Don‟t forget to read your newsletter each month for details on 

upcoming events, field trips and Garden Club activities. 

 2012-2013 Officers 

 President:  

         Anne Aspinwall 

 VP/President Elect: 

         Janis Rodriguez 

 Recording Secretary: 

         Susan Oakey 

 Treasurer:  

          Kay Harrell 

 Assistant Treasurer: 

          Leslie Carlton 

     

 

 

We’re on the web! 

www.cassinagardenclub.org 



Sometimes we just make things too 

complicated!  When faced with a large 

blank wall off the kitchen window, my 

Mexican friends came up with a unique 

solution.  Using driftwood and dead tree 

trunks, they created a beautiful wall of 

plants.   

Notice how many plants are in these 

“containers” and how shallow the planting 

area.  Simply chisel out a hole in the wood 

and add a little soil, a few plants and you 

have instant beauty! 

Horticulture Article  —  Container Gardening 
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by Julie Rochelle 

February Field Trip 
On February 6, 2013, we will hold a field trip to Kingsley Plantation 

in Jacksonville, Florida.  The tour will take 2 hours and will include 

the Plantation house.  Kingsley is Florida‟s oldest and best 

preserved planter‟s residence with 25 remaining slave cabins. 

Limited to 20 people.  Depart 10:00 a.m. from the Cabins. Stop for 

lunch on the way - tour begins at 1:00 p.m.  Donations appreciated. 

Sign up at the January meeting. 

 

Happy  

New Year! 
 



Cassina Garden Club 1968-1978 by Rose Ann Williams 
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The decade of the 1970's 

was one of unrest and at 

the same time one of 

progress. There was 

continued opposition to 

the Viet Nam war, 

nuclear weapons, and 

racial discrimination.   

Also, not to be forgotten 

was the violence of riots, 

the assassination of 

Robert F. Kennedy,  the 

Watergate period and 

resignation of Richard  Nixon. It was also a period of 

progress for women and progress for more attention 

paid to the environment with the continuation of the 

Green Revolution. All this while the ladies of 

Cassina Garden Club on small St. Simons Island, 

Georgia, continued their quest to make their 

surroundings a better place to be by protecting ..."our 

native trees, wildflowers and birds and to encourage 

civic beauty and planting and all worthwhile out-of-

door work." 

In  May 1973 Cassina was the driving force to 

establish  the St. Simons Council of Garden Clubs 

with the already existing five island garden 

clubs.   Their goals were to sponsor joint flower 

shows, dedicate a Blue Star memorial marker, and 

landscape grounds at the county Casino 

building.  The council established a garden center at 

the library where different garden clubs provided 

fresh flowers on a daily basis.  A state project led by 

Cassina past president Mrs. Gordon Woodruff 

placed a Blue Star marker at the new Georgia 

Welcome Center on I-95 to honor Captain David 

Everett USAF, a Viet Nam POW. 

Governor George Busbee declared Oct 13, l977, 

"Bird Day". The State Chairman of Birds and 

Flowers, Mrs. Albert Fendig read the proclamation 

and duly honored the Brown Thrasher, the State Bird 

of Georgia. 

Cassina's 50th Anniversary was marked in 1978.  To 

celebrate, the Cassina ladies continued their many 

fundraising projects and contributions to the 

community.   That  year, at  the  State  convention  in  

 Atlanta, Cassina was awarded a Blue Ribbon for 

their scrapbook, a Silver Trophy for most blue 

ribbons in the horticulture division of the St. 

Simons Council Flower Show and a Certificate for 

Standard of Excellence.  Of course an anniversary 

calls for a celebration and the Cassina members 

enjoyed a luncheon at the King and Prince in 

honor of fifty years of Cassina. 

A red cedar tree, Juniperus virginiana, located on 

the grounds of the cabins had long raised the 

curiosity of many members and visitors to the 

site.  Emory University Professor William 

Brillhart researched and confirmed the tree's 

distinction as one of the largest specimens of its 

kind in the United States.  Verified by the Georgia 

Forestry Commission, the tree was found to be the 

largest eastern red cedar in Georgia at that time 

and the second largest in the country.   The club 

had the tree pruned of its dead branches and placed 

a plaque to describe this history.   

This majestic cedar still stands as part of the 

historic landscape and gives pleasure to those who 

see it today. 
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