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From the Program Committee

Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation 
A GEM in the Golden Isles 

November 12th Meeting

Presented by Faye Cowart
For over 23 years, Faye Cowart has 
been an Interpretive Ranger at 
Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation.  
This beautiful plantation 
represents the history and culture 
of Georgia’s rice coast.  Faye will 
discuss the past and future of this 
beautiful plantation. 

Plan to join other Cassina 
members on January 28, 2016, for a 
Field Trip to this beautiful 
historical site.  

October Membership Meeting 

Jen Hilburn presented an interesting program on 
the importance of the Altamaha River.  There 
were 44 Actives and 6 Associates in attendance.  
Many thanks to our hostesses Tootsie George, 
Alice Marie Burnet, Libby Hogan, Nan Weiss, 
Betty Young and Jennifer Wilcoxon.  The fall 
arrangement was designed by Jennifer Wilcoxon.

In case you missed the October meeting or would 
like to see the presentation again, a copy of the PowerPoint 
presentation is attached to the email along with this Newsletter.  It 
will open in Microsoft as a PowerPoint presentation or in Mac OS X 
as a Keynote presentation. 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Calendar 
November 3              10:30 am 
Field Trip 
Cottage Flowers, St Simons 

November 5      10:00 am 
Cassina Board Meeting 
The Meeting Cabin 

November 7      4:00-8:00 pm 
Altamaha River Keeper Clam Jam 

November 12    10:00 am 
Cassina Meeting  
Hospitality                        9:30 am 
AW Jones Historical Center        
              Open to Guests 

November 12-13 
GCG President’s Workshop  
Cordele, GA 

November 29-30 
Gathering Greens 

December 1-2 
Assembly of the Greenery 
GeeGee Adams house  

December 1               1:00 pm  
Cabins Clean-Up  
         
December 2 
Grounds Clean-Up for 
Bake Sale and Jumble 

December 5              9:00-2:00 
Jingle Bells & Seashells 
Christmas Bake Sale & Jumble 

December 10               6:00pm 
Camellia Talk by Curt Smith 
AW Jones Historical Center 

February 11       9:45 am 
Brunch - Open to Guests 
AW Jones Historical Center 

May 14    10:00 am–5:00 pm 
Tabby & Tillandsia Garden Walk 
“One More Thyme”

Open Meeting - Guests Welcome
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Cassina’s 2015 

Jingle Bells “Jumble” and Seashell Bake Sale 
Saturday, December 5th at Our Historic Tabby Cabins

Preparations are under way for our Jingle Be!s Jumble. A workshop 
was held on October 22nd to package items, and future important 
dates are listed below. Please contact Jane Bangert or Gee Gee 
Adams via phone, email or text if you are able to join us for these 
fun activities.

•Gathering Greenery – Sunday, November 29th and Monday, 
November 30th at various locations 
•Assembly of the greenery, Tuesday, December 1st and Wednesday, 
December 2nd at Gee Gee’s home on Southpoint Drive
•Jumble Setup, Saturday, December 5th at 7:00 a.m. at the Cabins

We need all Cassina members to contribute their 
time and many talents to make this year’s 
Christmas event a highly successful fundraiser.

Best Bake Sale in the South 

Calling all Cassina members!! The Bake Sale is just around the 
corner and we need “all hands on deck!” Here’s hoping that 
everyone will get involved by baking some Christmas goodies for 
this year’s “Best Bake Sale in the South!” Remember that everyone 
eats with their eyes first so package your goodies in such a way that 
customers won’t be able to resist. There will be samples of how to 
do that at our November meeting - and some you just might not be 
able to resist that day as well! Sign-up sheets will be at the 
November meeting so we will know that we can count on you. The 
cabins will be open on Friday afternoon from 2:00 until 5:00 on 
Friday, December 4, to receive your contributions. There are lots of 
ways to be involved, but we need everyone to donate at least one 
item for the sale - baked goods, citrus baskets, jams, jellies, pickles - 
the ideas are endless. If you need help thinking of something to 
bring, how to package or how you can be involved, please contact 
June Brown at 912-217-3495 or 770-584-4841. This is going to be lots 
of fun, and hopefully you will want to be a big part of the day!
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Field Trip! 
Demonstration 

at Cottage Flowers
Tuesday, November 3rd 

at 10:30 am

Please join us at Cottage 
Flowers, 556 Ocean Boulevard in 
the village to learn how to make 
an arrangement using green 
plants most of us have in our 
yards.  Gay Varnedoe, owner of 
Cottage Flowers, will offer a 
one-hour demonstration, 
limited to 15 people, on Tuesday, 
November 3 at 10:30 am.  She 
will show us how to take an 
arrangement of greens and add 
fresh flowers to transition to a 
beautiful Thanksgiving and/or 
Christmas arrangement.

There will be a donation fee of 
$5.00.  There is parking in the 
rear of the building which is 
located just past Mullet Bay.  We 
will walk over to Palmer's Cafe 
in the village to enjoy a 
wonderful lunch.  Please call 
Sibby Gruber for details at 
638-9984.
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From the Docent 
Committee 
The fall season brought many visitors 
to our cabins. Along with hosting 
several private groups, we also hosted a 
large group of high school students 
from Savannah as well as two visits 
from the Road Scholars. These were 
fun groups, and we are already booking 

tours well into 2016. If you are interested in serving as a docent, 
contact Leslie Carlton or Martha Armstrong.

Georgia Trust Ramble 
The Georgia Trust Ramble was held on St. Simons on October 25, 
2015. The cabins were open to visitors from all over the state. 
Everyone was excited to view the historic structures and see what 
has been discovered during the restoration of the Tea Cabin.

Leslie Carlton and Janis Rodriguez were the lead docents for 
Ramble Day. Thank you to Martha Armstrong, Janice Brinkley, 
Lynda Bisher, Dottie Fielder and Laura Jackson who all helped to 
greet our guests. There were 76 Georgia Trust Ramble visitors and 
17 other visitors for a total of 93 guests that came to the cabins 
during the day.  John Ecker and Greg Jacobs from Landmark 
Preservation came for part of the day to discuss the restoration 
with our many visitors.
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Members’ Birthdays

Image "om co!insaveflowers.com.au

Chrysanthemum 

The chrysanthemum 
symbolizes truth, fidelity, 
optimism and purity. A native 
to Asia, it is much loved in 
China and Japan where it is 
used in religious and cultural 
ceremonies. Confucius believed 
that the chrysanthemum 
should be used as a point of 
focus in meditation. In Japan, 
the Imperial Order of 
Chrysanthemum is the highest 
Order of Chivalry and the 
National Chrysanthemum Day 
is part of the Festival of 
Happiness. The “Queen of Fall 
Flowers,” the chrysanthemum 
has been grown in the U.S.A 
since the 1600s.

November Birthdays: 

Martha Mooney 1st
Betty White 3rd
Joan Neely 5th
Marcia Kester 15th
Nancy Krabill 17th
Betty Davis 25th
Sally Hawie 30th
Connie Herndon 30th

John Ecker with Ramble visitors

Road Scholars
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From the President 

The theme I chose for this Cassina year is “Learning from the Past; Looking toward the Future.” Lately 
I’ve been plowing through years of memorabilia in our club storage unit so that it can be organized better 
and repetitious material can be discarded. And I have learned many things from the experience. Among 
the items I’ve looked at is a tiny Cassina yearbook from 1970-71 (pictured here). Since I was married in 
1970 I was quite curious about the changes in the past 45 years. Here are a few tidbits I discovered.

All but one member’s name was listed as Mrs. Husband’s Name. The president was Mrs. Ora Dell Smith 
who must have been widowed, since I could not find her husband’s name. In the rear of the book each 
member is named like “Fendig, Mrs. Albert Sr., (Gladys).” I found two maiden ladies, Miss Virginia Griffin 
and Miss Martha Anne Kendrick. No Ms. at all. Anyway, it was very interesting to me, prompting me to 
remember that after my marriage in 1970, I was required by the issuing bank to relinquish the 
BankAmericard I had been using in my maiden name for three years!  It was a different time.

The year’s theme was “Beautiful Coastal Georgia—Our’s (sic) for Safe Keeping.” It seems that even 45 
years ago people had trouble with those pesky apostrophes (one of my pet peeves). Consider that the first 
two programs of this current year have been related to conservation of our rivers and coastline! Those 
ladies in 1970 were ahead of their time. Program topics included “Water Table in the Golden Isles,” 
“Conservation,” and “Birds of the Golden Isles.” So some things have not changed!

By-laws specified that not more than 100 resident members, 25 part-time resident members and an 
unlimited number of honorary and life members make up the club. If you were willing to admit that your 
age was 70, you were eligible to be a life member and exempt from paying dues. Men were eligible to be 
honorary members (if they had shown unusual interest in the Club or Garden Club work); in fact, there 
were four honorary members of the male persuasion at the time! Dues were $10 for everyone (except life 
members). At the time of printing there were 12 life members and 9 honorary members.

As noted above, the Club seemed very conscious of the need to 
preserve natural resources. For each program there was a poem or 
quote related to the program content. Now in the 21st Century we can 
look back at their written thoughts and resolve to continue the work, 
as quoted from This is the American Earth by Adams-Newhall:

This, as citizens, we a! inherit.
This is ours, to love, and live upon

And use wisely down a! the generations
Of the future.

Dottie 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Drainage Pipe from Mariner’s Landing 
After many meetings and phone calls, Myrna Crook and Janis 
Rodriguez were able to get permission from the County to do 
archaeology along the proposed route of the drainage pipe before the 
actual pipe was put in place.  Thank you to Myrna and Marie Meranda 
for their help with this project.  They have continued to give their 

time and talents free of charge to 
help Cassina with archaeology 
during this restoration project.  
Thanks also to Cassina member 
Deana Davis.  The first week of 
digging produced pieces of Native 
American pottery, metal from Mills 
Days, pipe stems, and china in 
various patterns, tabby, brick and 
the most exciting find was the 
corner of a building.  

Permission was granted 
from the County to 
continue to excavate the 
area to learn more about 
the building.  Details on the 
findings will be announced 

at the November membership meeting. The tabby structure 
could be just an outbuilding or possibly part of the second row 
of tabby slave cabins. Cassina Garden Club is playing a major 
part in learning more about the history of our island and of 
Hamilton Plantation.

Live Oaks Garden Club Poinsettia Sale 
     Members of Live Oaks Garden Club are taking orders for 
poinsettias through November 19.  Plants are available in red, pink 
and white and sell for $18. The plants will be available for pick up at 
the St. Simons United Methodist Church on December 4. Proceeds 
from the sale are used to fund local beautification projects.  Please 
call a Live Oaks Garden Club member or 912.577.4596 to place your 
order.
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Myrna Crook, Deana Davis

Myrna Crook

Marie Meranda, Ron Townsen, Deana Davis

Image "om plantscapes.com

http://plantscapes.com
http://plantscapes.com
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Oleander District Meeting 

On October 20th, the Oleander District Meeting was held at New Ebenezer 
Retreat Center near Rincon, GA, site of the first settlement of Salzburgers from 
Europe in the 1700s.  Nearby, New Jerusalem Lutheran Church testified to the 
faith of the settlers who traveled across the ocean to worship as they believed.  
New Ebenezer was a lovely setting for the District meeting which was attended 
by over 200 garden club members.  President Dottie Fielder, Molly Macaulay 
and Gail Johnson represented Cassina.

GCG President Martha Price extended 
her greetings and asked for support for 
her three areas of emphasis:  
conservation of water, native plants, and 

pollinators.  Cassina Garden Club won the award for the club that 
had applied for and/or won the greatest number of Garden Club of Georgia, 
Deep South Region and National Garden Clubs awards.

Next year’s Oleander District Meeting will be held on October 25, 
2016, at Ogeechee Technical College near Statesboro.

     Cabin Fever Update 
We continue to pursue Foundations that may be interested in 
helping us complete our project.

Old bricks were discovered in the firebox when work began on 
the Tea Cabin chimneys.  This limited supply of bricks will be 
decoupaged with a photo of the cabins and sold for $45.  They 
will be available on December 5 at the Bake Sale, but you may 
sign up early to reserve one for your bookcase, to use as a 
doorstop or to give as a gift.  

A few miniature cabins are still available to purchase for $100.  
All proceeds benefit the cabin restoration. 

Don’t forget to invite your guests and friends to tour the 
cabins.  It is an easy way to present our story and, hopefully, to 
encourage support for the restoration.  Private tours are 
encouraged and easy to arrange. 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Molly Macaulay, Dottie Fielder, Gail 
Johnson

Mary Musgrove 
Interpreter
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Cabin Restoration 
In October some of the archaeology work was done on the Tea Cabin floor.  Myrna Crook, who has helped 
Cassina with the archaeology, began to uncover the tabby floor that was discovered during the restoration 
of the interior of the Tea Cabin.  Myrna and Janis Rodriguez worked around the chimney area to complete 
the archaeology work of the fireplace before Landmark Preservation starts to stabilize and restore the 
chimney. 

How exciting it was to discover the original tabby hearth while removing the sand and dirt that had 
remained when the concrete floor was removed.  In the photo you can plainly see the darker area in front 
of the fireplace that is a one inch raised hearth.  The remainder of the floor will be studied at a later date 
once the chimney is restored.

As mentioned in the October Thymes, 
work will begin in December to replace 
the asphalt roof with a wooden shingle 
roof that would have originally been on 
the Tea Cabin.  At that time anyone 
interested may become a part of our 
history.  The Cassina Board voted to 
offer an opportunity for Cassina 
members and the public to be able to 
sign a shingle that would be placed on 
the roof for a donation of $100.  This 
would be a way to raise funds to pay for 
the roof as well as continue the 
traditions of the past of people signing 
their name in concrete or on the roofs 
of buildings during the construction 
process.

Last year while restoring the Keeper’s dwelling at the Lighthouse it was discovered that the son- in-law of 
Neptune Small had signed the roofing on the Keeper’s dwelling in 1908.  How exciting it was to discover 
the signature of Cassius Murphy that had been on the roof for over 100 years!  Each signature will  
become a time capsule for the Tea Cabin.  Anyone interested in giving the donation to sign a shingle may 
contact Janis Rodriguez for more information.
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THE CASSINA THYMES  
The Cassina Thymes is published 10 times a year and is distributed to members around the 1st of the month via email and also by 

regular mail for those who request it. Articles must be submitted by the 20th of the month preceding the publication month. Please 
submit photos and articles to the Newsletter Editor:  Carol Cudahy cwcdesign@me.com

mailto:cwcdesign@me.com
mailto:cwcdesign@me.com
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Fall Planting  
at  

Cassina Gardens

Brenda Davis, Liz Demato, GeeGee Adams, 
Lee Dillard with June Brown, Betty Young, 

Sandra Fitzgerald in back

Martha Martin

Martha Armstrong, Dianne 
Abernethy

Molly Macaulay

June Brown, Betty Young, Sandra 
Fitzgerald

Dottie Fielder

Martha Armstrong, 
Brenda DavisLiz DeMato, GeeGee 

Adams

Betty Young, June Brown, 
Martha Armstrong

Martha Martin, June Brown
Liz DeMato Martha Martin


