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Cabin Restoration in Progress 
Tidewater Preservation, Inc., began the cabin restoration this spring 
by removing the stucco from the Tea Cabin.  Once the stucco was 
removed, the cabins began to tell their story.  The windows were 
originally framed in timbers and the inset can be seen in the tabby 
beside each existing window.  Some of the original stucco and 
whitewash is now visible on the exterior walls. 

This summer, the restoration project was put on hold due to the hot 
weather.  The lime-based stucco is best when applied in cooler 
temperatures, so the project will continue this fall. In the meantime 
go by the cabins and see the progress on the cabin restoration.          
                                                                                Continued next page 

 
Chris tmas Market Workshop 
Friday ,  August 29 th 
Tatum Ribbon – 101 Spaulding Ct.  
Brunswick, GA 
 
 
Cassina Board Meet ing 
Thursday, September 4th – 10:00 am 
The Meeting Cabin 
 

Monday, September 8th – 10:00 am 
Cassina 
 Meeting Cabin 
 
Cassina Membership Meet ing  
Thursday, September 11th 
Hospitality 9:30 am – Meeting 10:00 am 
Jones Heritage Center  
Members Only 
 
 
Garden Club of Georgia 
State Board Meeting – Athens, GA   
Wednesday – September 18th &19th 
 
 
Oleander  District  
56th Annual Fall District Meeting 

Coffee 9:00 am  – Meeting 10:00 am 
See registration forms attached. 
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The Cassina Garden Club will launch our capital 
campaign effort this fall with the theme  
Cabin Fever – Save the Cabins 

Continued from page 1 

Be sure to attend the September Membership 
Meeting to hear updates on the project and to learn 
about Board recommendations.  Also, the Cabin 
Fever Campaign will be discussed. The Cabin Fever 
Campaign Committee has been busy this summer 
reviewing grant and direct mailing options. In the 
meantime, think “Cabin Fever!” 

Janis Rodriguez – Cabin Restoration Chair 
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Cabin Docents’ Report 

Starting on June 4th, the cabins have been open for 
visitors every Wednesday morning.  Through July 
31st, we have welcomed 183 visitors and collected 
$65 in cabin merchandise sales and $172 in 
donations.  Although these numbers are below last 
year, it has been an exciting time to visit the 
cabins.  With the restoration underway at the Tea 
Cabin and new information constantly emerging 
about the original construction, there has been 
much interest in our “Cabin Fever” project.  
Thanks to the docents for doing such a great job 
in this very hot summer.   

Special private tours happened in July when we 
opened the cabins for two very interesting 
families as a part of their reunions.  We hosted the 
Lucas-Hill-Rudolph Family Reunion and the 
Cooper Family Reunion.   

Totals for the summer will be published in the 
next newsletter. 

Good news – the bike tours are coming back.  
Two are scheduled for October.   

Contact Leslie Carlton (lcarlton@bellsouth.net) or 
Martha Armstrong (marthaarms@yahoo.com) 
about serving as a docent at the cabins or to 
schedule a private tour. The cabins are open 
throughout the year by special appointment.  

 

Leslie Carlton & Martha Armstrong – Committee Chairs 
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Reunion at the Cabins 

Hello!  

“Cabin Fever” is heating up! We begin this Cassina year 
with the first real phase of our cabin restoration project 
actually underway. The tabby exterior walls of the Tea 
Cabin seem to be taking a deep breath of sweet salt air as 
they await changes that will bring the cabin closer to its 
original condition. The cabins are attracting visitors who 
want to view the interesting renewal process. Our 
members are hard at work on fundraising projects to 
ensure that the restoration continues on a steady path, for 
there is much, much more to be done. 

But let us pause and remember that we are first and 
foremost a garden club, beside the beautiful Frederica 
River and under the towering live oak trees.  Our mission 
statement reminds us that, in addition to preserving and 
maintaining the historic cabins and grounds, we want to 
encourage love of gardening and protect our native plants 
and birds. Your Program and Field Trip Committees have 
focused their choices to address this mission statement. 
Inspiring, educational and enjoyable activities and 
speakers are planned for us during 2014-15. 

I am very humbled to be Cassina Garden Club President 
this year. With many goals to accomplish, the club has a 
busy year ahead.  The talent and dedication of its 
membership ensure me that we will meet and exceed 
those goals.  Your cheerful acceptance of responsibility 
has gladdened my heart, and I look forward to working 
beside you during the coming year. 

Dottie Fielder – President 

From President Dottie 

Special private tour in July when we opened the cabins 
for the Lucas-Hill-Rudolph Family Reunion 
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Plant It Pink! 

Thanks to all of you that have worked on the 
Hospice of the Golden Isles gardens this year! 

We get a lot of “thank you’s” and compliments 
on how nice it looks from employees and those 
going in and out of the building to visit.  

We will have a sign-up list at the meeting for 
you to sign up to work this year. It only takes 
about an hour or a little more of your time if we 
go several times a month to keep it looking 
really nice. Thanks again for all your work.  

Nan Fuller and Ginger Sifford – Committee Chairs 

 

Note: Plant It Pink is a National Garden Club Project 

Dottie Fielder and 
troll friend during 
recent trip to 
Norway 
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Only 96 Days Until Our 30th 
Annual Christmas Tour of Homes 

“Jingle Bells & Seashells” – Coming Dec. 6, 2014 
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The wheels have been turning, the bells a-jingling 
and the shells a-gluing. 

The homes for our tour were all confirmed by July 
23rd.  Kudos to Anne Aspinwall for her amazing home 
selections. The cottages are located from 8th Street to 
27th Street. They all have spectacular features 
including ocean-front views, vaulted ceilings, original 
art collections, historical antiques from Georgia 
history and unique nautical and beach designs.   

Our first Christmas Market Workshop was a huge 
success. Over twenty talented Cassina members 
attended and created beautiful wreaths, swags, 
decorative containers and other items that are perfect 
for our Christmas Market. 

Nan Weiss and Gee Gee Adams collected generous 
donations of amazing Christmas decorations from 
local merchants. Many of the donated items were 
packaged during the Workshop for sale at our 
Christmas Market. 

Joan Neely, Nan Weiss, Susan Haley and Becky 
Stephenson prepared a sumptuous gourmet lunch. 

Our creative work, the fine cuisine and the fellowship 
made the first Christmas Market Workshop a great 
way to kick off our preparations for Cassina’s 30th 
Annual Christmas Tour of Homes - Jingle Bells & 
Seashells.    

Thanks to all…Gee Gee Adams & Jane Bangert - Event Chairs 

 

Beautiful wreaths in the making – L-R: Alice Marie 
Burnet, Susan Haley, Gee Gee Adams & Joan Neely 

 L-R: Liz DeMato, Becky Stephenson & Mary Lynch 
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The Gardens committee and helpers meet at 
the cabins at 9:00 am every Saturday morning. 
Please come and join us! It’s fun!  

Betty Young – Gardens Committee Co-Chair 
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The Gardens Committee 

Bulbs -  it's time to buy your spring-flowering bulbs, 
such as daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, and crocus.  Don't 
plant them yet, but wait for cooler weather. Store them 
in a cool place where temperatures will be 60 degrees F 
or lower.   
 
Dividing - it's time to divide spring and summer 
blooming perennials. Never divide perennials on hot, 
sunny days. Wait until a cloudy day, ideally with 
several days of light rain in the forecast. Most 
perennials should be divided every three to five years.  

Soi l Test  - now is the time to test the soil in your 
planned beds for plant nutrients.  Soil tests usually take 
10 days, so test now to have the results when you plant 
bulbs and beds.  It is important to till in the lime needed 
(if any) for faster soil pH adjustment.  You may also 
sample your vegetable garden now if you do not plan to 
add more fertilizer for late crops.   

 

September Gardening Notes 

Christmas Workshop Continued 

L – R: Nan Weiss and Betty Young packaging 
Christmas ornaments 

Jennifer Broadus decorating clay pots 

Dishing up a wonderful buffet lunch during the 
Christmas workshop 

REMINDER: Don’t Miss the next Chistmas 
Workshop on Friday, August 29 @ 10:00 am at 
Tatum Ribbon 
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2014/15  Field Trip & Workshop Offerings 

 

Our wonderful Field Trip & Workshop 
Committee has cooked up a delicious array of 
events to keep us full of excitement for the year 
ahead. Save these dates now! 

Wednesday, October 22, 2014 
Workshop at The Vine - 
"Growing Herbs in a 
Container" 

Want to know how to plant 
herbs in a container and keep 
them growing during the 
winter?  Join us from 10:00 am - noon for a 
workshop at The Vine to find out. Workshop 
fee is $5.00.  Purchase of a container and 
materials are extra.  Bring your own container if 
you choose.  Lunch at a local restaurant 
following the workshop.  Limited to 15 guests.  

Thursday,   January 29, 2015 
Private Camellia Garden, 
Isle of Hope – Savannah  

Join us to tour this lovely 
historic property on the Isle of 
Hope in Savannah. The garden 
is abundant with beautiful large, old camellias. 
The homeowner will lead our private tour! 
Lunch at a local restaurant following the tour.  
$5.00 donation, in advance. A contingent date 
TBD if camellias are not in bloom due to 
weather.  Carpools will leave tabby cabins at 
9:00 am. 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 
Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens 

This is a 90 minute walking 
tour, led by Robert Chabot, 
Director of Horticulture and Facilities at the 
Jacksonville Zoo. Limited to 20 guests. Cost is 
$25 per person entry fee into the Zoo. St. John's 
Town Center is a short drive from the Zoo.  
Have lunch and shop after the tour. Maps and 
dining options will be provided. Carpools depart 
cabins at 9:00 am.   

This delightful trip has been planned to emphasize 
visits to beautiful gardens and historic homes. 

Thomasville, GA, is a charming community known 
for its rich history and magnificent rose gardens. 
We’ll miss their annual Rose Festival by two days, 
but because of it, the roses will be at their best and 
we’ll miss all the crowds.  

This tour will include visits to Pebble Hill Plantation, 
The Birdsong Nature Center, Thomasville Rose 
Garden, The Thomasville History Museum and the 
beautiful Victorian showplace – the Lapham-
Patterson House. The journey home will include a 
stop in Valdosta, GA, to tour the Crescent House and 
Gardens. The trip is wonderfully priced at just $230 
per person (double hotel room occupancy) and is all-
inclusive except for one lunch. Single room 
accommodations also available for $58 additional. 

Tour limited to just 40 Cassina members and guests. 
You won’t want to miss it!  It promises to fill up fast! 
Send your $100 deposit to our Cassina Treasurer, Sue 
Cansler, P.O. Box 20191, SSI, GA 31522, ASAP. 
See our website for more details: 
www.cassinagardenclub.org 

 

Field Trips & Workshops Committee Chairs – Susie Salvatore, 
Sibby Gruber, Becky Yelverton & Jennifer Broadus 
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Little Cabin Banks Tell Our Story 
In Brainstorming ways that businesses in the Golden 
Isles could be involved in helping our funding of the 
cabin restoration project, Janis Rodriguez and Mary 
Ellen Parkins had the idea of creating some miniature 
Tea Cabins with a slot in the chimney for people to 
donate their loose change (or bills).  Mary Ellen 
found eight businesses eager to take the small cabins. 
Next she recruited John Kroeze, an all-around good 
guy who likes to contribute his expertise to worthy 
causes, to use his woodworking skills to build the 
eight little banks.  Janis painted the cabins to match 
the real thing and so the Cabin Banks project began 
on July 1. The first month brought in $84 in  
contributions.  Every little bit helps!  
Cassina members are encouraged to patronize these 
businesses and to let the owners know we appreciate 
their participation. Look for the cabins at the 
following locations: 

• Farrow’s Beauty Salon 
• St. Simons Drugs 
• G.J. Ford Book Store 
• Frederica Café 
• Frederica House 
• Cricket Shop 
• Pet Exchange 
• Coastal Cleaners 

Thanks to Mary Ellen, Janis, and John for their ideas 
and execution! 

Mary Ellen Parkins – Committee Chair 

Little Cabins…everywhere…  

  Remember Penny Pines 

The National Garden Club and the USDA Forest Service 
have a partnership sustaining our national and urban 
forests through a reforestation/forest education program 
– Penny Pines .  
 
Cassina Garden Club participates in this meaningful and 
practical conservation project by contributing $68.00 to 
a Penny Pines plantation as part of the costs of 
replanting replacement trees indigenous to a particular 
damaged area. Whether by fire or by other natural 
catastrophe, pine trees and other trees are replaced. Our 
club may designate a specific State we wish to have 
benefit from this contribution. The Forest Service does 
the planting, using our donations together with Federal 
funds. Planting sites are selected by the Supervisor of 
each National Forest. These plantations provide soil 
protection, watershed protection, soil stabilization, 
future harvestable timber, as well as beauty and shade 
for recreation. 
 
A $68 donation may be made in honor or in memory of 
ONE individual, organization or theme. 
 
Our Club collects spare change and dollars at our 
meetings to support this valuable program.  Remember 
to contribute at our next membership meeting on 
Thursday, September 11th.  See you there! 
 
Jane Ledbetter – Committee Chair 
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REMINDER – $$$ for Cassina   

Turn your Amazon purchases into Cassina fundraising for 
our cabin restoration! Amazon Smile donates a portion of 
your Amazon purchase price to the charity of your choice. 
It's easy! Just follow the easy directions below and you're 
in!  Having trouble?? Call Nancy Krabill at 214.585.1880. 
1.  Go to smile.amazon.com 
2.  Sign in with your user name and password. 
3.  Type in Cassina in the search bar. 
4.  Select Cassina Garden Club as your charity. 
5.  You are now set up but - very important - you must go   
     to smile.amazon.com each time you order so that your   
     purchases will benefit Cassina. 
6.  You will get an email from Amazon indicating how to set up  
      a bookmark on your browser that you can use with one click  
      to get to smile.amazon.com. Otherwise, you can simply type  
     in smile.amazon.com each time you wish to order.  
 
Submitted by Nancy Krabill  

Member Concerns 
Get well wishes to Pat Storino, husband of Sandy Storino. 

Welcome back to Sandy Storino after a long convalescence in 
the hospital and Magnolia Manor. 

Have info to share? 
Call: Sandy Storino 634-1141 or Anne Brown 638-8189 

Homeowner Horticulture Academy 

A Glynn County Extension Office Program 

When: Mondays and Wednesdays from 6 pm to 9 pm 
for eight weeks in September and October  

Where: Casino meeting room on St. Simons Island 

Cost:  $225 for the 16-sessions, including all handouts 
and textbook.  

Why: Learn how to establish and maintain your lawn, 
shrubs, flowers, trees and vegetable garden. Know best 
practices for watering, fertilizing, and pest control. 
Take the course for your own use or to become a 
Master Gardener. 

How to enrol l Read the full course description 
Check out the course schedule. Download and 
complete the 2014 Homeowner Horticulture 
Registration  

For additional questions, or to receive a mailed copy 
of the information and registration form, call Glynn 
County Extension at (912) 554-7577. Visit: 

 

THE CASSINA THYMES  

The Cassina Thymes is published 10 times a year 
and is distributed to members around the 1st of 
the month via email and also by regular mail for 
those who request it. Articles must be submitted 

by the 15th of the month preceding the publication 
month. Please submit photos and articles to 

Newsletter Editor:  Jennifer Broadus 
jenniferbroadus@broadus.com 

Your Soft Drink Pop Tabs Make a Big 
Difference for Children & Families 
Visiting Ronald McDonald House! 

SSI Council of Garden Clubs 
The St. Simons Council of Garden Clubs will have 

its first meeting of its 2014 - 2015 session on 
Monday, September 8th, at 10 AM at the Cassina 

Tabby Cabins. This will be a casual “meet & greet” 
meeting for members of the local garden clubs to 
discuss projects, goals and common interests of 

gardening in the Golden Isles. All Cassina members 
are invited to attend and learn about the Council 

and the activities of other area clubs 

Ronald McDonald Houses collect pop tabs instead of 
entire aluminum cans because it is more hygienic to store 
tabs than cans, and collection and storage is easier.  The 
program is an easy way for people of all ages to support 
RMHC and know they are making a difference for needy 
families and children.  
The Cassina Garden Club has supported this important 
Garden Club of Georgia initiative for a number of years. 
Be sure to bring your pop tabs to our next membership 
meeting on September 11th.  Thank you! 
 
Libby Hogan – Committee Chair 
Note: We also collect single-use toiletry items for Ronald     
            McDonald House families 
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