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Our November 13th Meeting Program: 

Orchids Aren’t Difficult  – Just Different  
Presented by Gail Matthews 
For over 35 years, Gail Matthews has been growing orchids.  Now, as 
owner of Live Oak Orchids, she has seven greenhouses and thousands 
of orchids.  Gail will teach us how to become an orchid expert.  She 
will cover the amount of light orchids need, how often to water them, 
what to feed them, how to repot them and how to get them to re-bloom. 

November Meeting Hostesses: Sue Chambless, Martha Armstrong, Anne 
Aspinwall, Helen Castrillo & Joan Neely 

Cassina Board Meeting 

Thursday, November 6th  – 10:00 am 

The Meeting Cabin 

 

Thursday, November 13th 

Hospitality 9:30 am –  Meeting 10:00 am 

Jones Heritage Center  

Members  Only 

 

Christmas Workshop 
November 7th at 10:00 am 

Tatum Ribbon - Brunswick 

 

St.  William’s Church Bazaar 

Cassina Christmas Sale 
November 18th  –  9 am-2 pm 

Frederica Road, SSI 

 

Sip & Shop & McLaughlins 

November 21st – 2-5pm 

15% proceeds go to Cassina 

 

Christmas Workshop 
November 28th  at 10:00 am  

Tatum Ribbon  -  Brunswick 
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It was really hard for me to be away for a full month of Cassina 
activities.  I tried my best to follow what you were doing by email 
and telephone.  The reports of Susan Shipman’s program on 
Cannon’s Point sounded just as interesting and informative as I 
thought it would be.  I know you were happy to welcome several 
prospective members to the October 9th meeting.  Greg Jacobs must 
have done his usual outstanding job of portraying the next phase of 
the cabin work at the called meeting on the 10th.  I’m thrilled that we 
are ready to move ahead with our plans for restoration and for raising 
the necessary funds in the Cabin Fever campaign. Cassina has so 
many capable members who carried on in my absence, and I am 
especially grateful to June Brown, Janis Rodriguez, Janice Lamattina, 
Jennifer Broadus, Ruth Kolumber, Sandy Anderson, Leslie Carlton, 
Anne Aspinwall, Rose Ann Williams, Dianne Abernethy, and Lee 
Dillard.  You are all the best!  With all of us pulling together as a 
united club, we will accomplish what few garden clubs have the 
opportunity to do:  preserve a precious piece of local history. 

Gee Gee Adams and Jane Bangert are continuing to get everyone in 
the club excited about “Jingle Bells and Seashells” on December  6th, 
and Nancy Krabill and her Publicity Committee are getting the word 
out to the whole community.  Watch for announcements of the 
workshops and for stories about the Christmas Tour with the Bake 
Sale and Market in the media. And remember to SELL TICKETS!! 

Even though it hurt me to be absent from you, I had the chance to 
reflect on the really important things in life. Being able to celebrate a 
milestone birthday with my family was priceless (as the VISA 
commercial says); helping my six-year-old grandson with his 
homework and having the four-year-old say, “I love you, too” with 
his arms around my neck meant so much!  As we look forward to 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Hanukkah, let’s all cherish the times 
we have together with 
friends and family.  

Dottie 

 

 

From President Dottie 

Dottie with 
grandsons 
during recent 
trip to visit 
family in 
Colorado 

Cassina Members Attend Oleander 
District Meeting 

On a beautiful October day ten Club members drove to the 
charming town of Richmond Hill, just south of Savannah, to 
participate in the Oleander District Annual Meeting.  In 
addition to displaying our Christmas Tour poster and 
examples of fine decorations for the Market, Cassina 
members had an excellent luncheon and enjoyed a 
presentation by Norman Winter, who is now Director of the 
Georgia Coastal Botanical Gardens at the Bamboo Farm.  
Norman spoke to our club a few years ago about 
combinations of colors and textures in the garden.  Since his 
sojourn in southern Texas as director of the state butterfly 
garden, his repertoire has been expanded to include birds 
and butterflies.  His up-close photos were breathtaking! 

District Director Marilyn Cheney presided; Garden Club of 
Georgia President Suzanne Wheeler brought greetings and 
recognition to the individual clubs for their activities.  A 
memorial service honored the GCG members of Oleander 
who have passed away during the previous year, including 
Cassina’s Mimi Franklin and Yvonne Wethern.  The 
Nominating Committee presented a slate of officers for 
2015-17:  Hilda Rushing, Hoe and Hope GC of Statesboro – 
District Director; Kim Anderson, Metter – Co-Director; Lisa 
Hall, The Landings, Savannah – Recording Secretary; Mary 
Ogden, Odom – 
Corresponding 
Secretary; Geri Shaw, 
St. Marys – 
Treasurer; and 
Marilyn Cheney, 
Reidsville – 
Parliamentarian.  

The Director will be 
elected at the GCG 
Convention, but all 
others were elected at the District meeting.  An invitation to 
the 2015 District Meeting was offered from members of the 
club in Ebenezer, Effingham County, which is a historic 
community established in 1732 by the Salzburgers as a 
German Lutheran settlement. 

Excitement reigned when Cassina was announced as the 
winner of the Nelle Pope Trophy, which goes to a club or 
group of clubs that has accomplished achievement in the 
field of Horticulture for our resurrection of the Fort 
Frederica Colonial Herb Garden!  Cassina also won the 
award for the club which has applied for and/or won the 
greatest number of awards for Garden Club of Georgia, 
Deep South Region, and National Garden Clubs, Inc.  In 
addition we got certificates of appreciation for contributions 
to LeConte Woodmanston Conservation Project and Garden 
Therapy and received a Standard of Excellence certificate. 
Congratulations to all our club members who worked hard to 
earn these awards! 
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Ruth Kolumber and Dottie Fielder 
holding recent awards 

Our members were present in 
full force for the October 

Oleander Meeting in 
Richmond Hill. 
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Cassina’s history with the tabby slave cabins now 

expands to give future generations a chance to not 

only see what a slave cabin looked like but how the 

enslaved lived within its tabby walls.   

Members Catch the Fever! 

Cabin Fever is very contagious and was spreading throughout 
the Cassina members attending the September Membership 
Meeting.  After a lengthy discussion of phase two of the cabin 
restoration, the members voted to restore the cabin windows 
and doors in the Tea Cabin to be historically correct. Wooden 
timbers will be framed within the window openings and period 
shutters will be installed on the outside of the window to match 
the ones in the attic.  Plexiglas will be installed in the openings.  
The Plexiglas will be hinged so it can be opened or closed 
depending on weather conditions.  If at a later date it is 
determined that the cabins had glazed windows, they can easily 
be installed within the timber frames.   The placement of the 
doors and windows will be determined after extensive research 
and comparison of the windows and doors of the Meeting 
Cabin.   The cabins themselves are telling us their story. 

The excitement could be felt within the room as members 
reflected on the significance of the vote just taken and 
approved.  Cassina’s history with the tabby slave cabins now 
expands to give future generations a chance to not only see 
what a slave cabin looked like but how the enslaved lived 
within its tabby walls. What a gift Cassina is giving to the 
community and tourists! Each member should be proud that 
Cassina’s history will continue to be entwined with the history 
of the cabins.  Long after we are gone, Cassina Garden Club 
will be remembered for saving, preserving and now restoring 
the tabby slave cabins.  What a legacy for Cassina! 

Anyone with questions or concerns about the restoration 
project should contact Janis Rodriguez by email 
Janisemr@aol.com or phone 638-9455.  In the meantime, stop 
by the cabins and watch the restoration progress.  Tidewater 
Preservation, Inc., will begin the next step in the restoration in 
the next few weeks. They are your cabins, so catch the 
“Fever!”  It will make you feel so good to be saving a part of 
local and American history. 

Donations: There are many ways you can help with 
donations to the Cabin Fever Campaign to restore the tabby 
slave cabins. First, remember your family members and friends 
by giving a memorial donation to Cassina Garden Club for the 
cabin restoration project. 
Second, by giving a $100 
donation to Cassina you will 
receive a miniature cabin replica. 
The cabins will be available and 
on display at each Cassina 
Membership Meeting. Finally, 
sell tickets to all your friends for 
the Christmas Tour of Homes.  You not only raise money for 
the cabin restoration, but you might win a prize for selling the 
most tickets. Contact Janis Rodriguez if you have questions or 
would like to give a donation to receive the miniature cabin. 
Each replica is individually handmade and painted. 

Contributed by Janis Rodriguez 

 

 

Board Notes – October 2, 2014 

Nineteen members were present. June Brown presided. 

A motion passed to hold a called meeting on October 10th at 
2:30 p.m. at the cabins for informational purposes with 
representative of Tidewater Preservation, Inc. 

A motion to donate $25 to the Oleander District in lieu of 
Country Store sales was passed. 

A workday at the gardens on October 25th was announced. 

An announcement of the Cabin Fever Campaign Leadership 
Team Tour on October 29 from 5:30-7:00 at the cabins was 
made by Janice Lamattina. Members were invited to attend 
with RSVP. 

Submitted by Dottie Fielder 

BOARD NOTES 
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A recent 
photograph 
reveals the 
original 
construction
of the cabin 
windows. 
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Only 36 Days Until Our 30th 
Annual Christmas Tour Homes 

“Jingle Bells & Seashells” – Coming Dec. 6, 2014 
 

L-R: Becky Stephenson & Betty Young putting finishing touches 
on Christmas ornament bags 

Decorative wreaths, swags and more… galore! 

We’re making a list,  and checking it twice! 
Gonna make sure our tour is  extra nice! 
 
The plans and preparations for our 30th Annual Christmas Tour of 
Homes continue to move forward with enthusiasm, creativity, 
spirit and fellowship!   
 
• Elegant Is land Living  – Making a note that the November 
issue will highlight our Christmas workshops and the Christmas 
Market.   Nancy Krabill 
 
• Golden  Isles Magazine  –  Making a note that the November  
issue will feature our five wonderful Sea Island tour homes.                                        
Nancy Krabill 
 
•  Bake Sale –  Reminding each Cassina member to contribute a 
delicious goodie or two.  June Brown & Dale Anderson. 
 
•  Market Workshop dates – Note this date: 
Thursday, Nov. 20th, 10-2 at Tatum Ribbon. Brown bag for lunch. 
 
• St.  Willi am’s Fall  Bazaar  –   
Remembering the Bazaar will be on Saturday, Nov. 15th, 9-2, in 
St. William’s Main Hall. This will provide a preview of our 
handmade wreaths, containers and decorations to be sold during 
the Christmas Market.   Joan Neely & Nan Weiss. 
 
• Tour Home Decorators  – Checking our list and thanking 
everyone who is contributing their time, talent and teamwork.                                                
Lee Dillard. 
 
•  Head Hostesses – Checking that all docent shifts are 
completely staffed.   Liz DeMato. 
 

NOTE FROM THE TOUR TREASURER – The member 
Tour tickets will be distributed to you at the November 13th 
meeting.  Each member is responsible for purchasing or selling 
one ticket at $45.00, and extra tickets will be available for 
purchase.  Remember, it is cash or check only. Sea Island is 
offering a nice incentive to Cassina members to sell the Tour 
tickets!  The member selling the most tickets will receive a 
$200.00 gift certificate for any Sea Island service or dining. The 
one who sells the second most tickets will receive a $100.00 gift 
certificate from Sea Island. 

Leslie Carlton – Tour Treasurer 
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Flower Pot Decorators – L-R: Lee Dillard & Martha Armstrong 

Santa’s Helpers – L- R: Nan Weiss & June Brown 
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Our Wonderful Home Tour  
Head Docents! 

From the top, left to right: Our Lead Hostesses – Becky Yelverton, 
Sandy Anderson, Liz DeMato, Jennifer Wilcoxon, Lee Baxter, Helen 
Castrillo, Ginger Sifford, Sibby Gruber, Brenda Davis, Ann Beeson, 
and Tootsie Murray. Not pictured: Susie Salvatore, Elizabeth Powell 
and Marie Dodd 

L to R: Nancy Krabill with Event Chairs Gee Gee Adams & Jane Bangert 
out promoting our Home Tour at a recent Newcomers Meeting 

Wreath Makers – L-R: Nancy Harper, Anne Caswell & Martha Mooney 
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Our Wonderful Christmas Home Tour Team! 

Top Row - L to R: Liz DeMato, Lee Dillard, Phillis Harrell, Joan Neely, Anne Aspinwall, GeeGee Adams, 2nd Row - L to R: Libby Hogan, 
Joanne Scott, Nancy Krabill, Nan Weiss, Jane Bangert, Front Row – L to R: Leslie Carlton, Janis Rodriguez, Becky Stephenson and June Brown 

REMINDER – $$$ for Cassina   

Turn your Amazon purchases into Cassina fundraising for 
our cabin restoration! Amazon Smile donates a portion of 
your Amazon purchase price to the charity of your choice.  
 
1.  Go to smile.amazon.com 
2.  Sign in with your user name and password. 
3.  Type in Cassina in the search bar. 
4.  Select Cassina Garden Club as your charity. 
5.  You are now set up but - very important - you must go   
     to smile.amazon.com each time you order so that your   
     purchases will benefit Cassina. 
6.  You will get an email from Amazon indicating how to set up  
      a bookmark on your browser that you can use with one click  
      to get to smile.amazon.com. Otherwise, you can simply type  
     in smile.amazon.com each time you wish to order.  
 
Submitted by Nancy Krabill  
 

Our Penny Pines Project 
This month, we collected $69.55 at our October meeting for 
Penny Pines and therefore, we get to plant another tree! 

Our Cassina Garden Club participates in this National Garden 
Club project by contributing $68.00 to a Penny Pine plantation 
as part of the costs of planting replacement trees to a 
particular damaged area by fire or other catastrophe. 
 

Thanks to all who reached into their pockets and purses to 
give. Please remember to be generous at our November 
meeting when the basket is passed your way. 

Thanks again! 
Jane Ledbetter – Committee Chair 
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Cabin Visitors Welcomed! October Meeting Report 

And the October Birthday Winner was… 
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Docents Martha Martin, Mary Ellen Parkins, Leslie Carlton and 
Martha Armstrong welcomed the ladies of the Sea Oats Garden Club 
to the cabins on a beautiful Wednesday, the 15th of October.  The 
ladies enjoyed tours of the cabins and the gardens, and they were 
very interested in the history of the cabins and Cassina.  We have 
also hosted two Roads Scholar groups in October. 

Submitted by Martha Armstrong  

 

Ginger Stifford was our October winner!  Ginger has been a 
member of Cassina since 2004. After a brief a stint as an Associate 
member, she has returned to active status this year. We are thrilled 
to have her back and involved in so many activities. Ginger is a 
Head Hostess for this year's Christmas Tour and has been very busy 
assisting in making festive items for the new Cassina Christmas 
Market which will debut items at the Nov. 15th St. William’s 
Catholic Church Fair.  

Submitted by Lee Dillard 

Cabin Clean-up Day is 

Monday, November 24th 
Please help us make our cabins spic-and-span for our 

guests! We will be there from 9:00 am until clean. 
Please contact Deana Davis if you'd like to help. 

Cell:  230-7783 – deanadavis@yahoo.com 

Cabin Cleanup Day!  Pitch in! 

Oct 9th Speaker 

Susan Shipman 

What a treat to get an 
armchair tour of the 
wilderness area know as 
Cannon’s Point without 
hats, long sleeves and bug spray! Susan Shipman, 
currently head of the Conservation Task Force, gave us 
a bird’s eye view of the 608 acre tract describing its 
historical, cultural and ecological assets. 
 
Upon entering Cannon’s Point Road, you’ll find 
yourself in the Southern Area, the site of the Education 
Pavilion and recreation activities. The Northern Area is 
more intensely controlled because it is relatively 
undisturbed and is the site of the historical ruins. The 
areas consists of four distinct ecosystems (maritime 
forest, marsh, temperate shell midden woodland and 
freshwater wetlands) each with its own unique features 
and wildlife. When 
the weather is just right, enjoy a walk in the wilds.  
Hours of operation are: 
Saturdays, 7-1; Sundays and Mondays 9-3. Additional 
information can be found on the website: www.sslt.org. 
Volunteers are welcome.  
 
Mary Lynch 
Program Committee Chair 

 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 

58 Active Members, 8 Associates. 9 Guests: Total 75 

Of the 9 Guests, 8 reported interest in joining Cassina! 

Submitted by Lee Dillard 
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In August we earned $66.32 
and in September we earned 
$35.70.  We moved one 
bank into Advance Rehab 
from Jos. A.  Banks.  

We currently have banks at 
these locations:  

Pet Exchange – G.J. Ford – Frederica Café – St. Simons 
Drugs – Evelyne Talman – Cricket Shop – Advance Rehab 
–  Gourmet Pantry  

Mary Ellen Parkins  - Committee Chair 

Little Cabins…Making More $$$  

Keep those Pop Tabs Coming for 
Families Visiting Ronald McDonald 

Cassina Contributes 
Most  Pull Tabs at 
Oleander District 
Meeting 
  
Thanks to all who brought bags of pull tabs to the October 
meeting. As a result of our monthly collections, the 
wheelbarrow-full of tabs we delivered to the Oleander 
District Meeting on October 21 weighed 75 pounds! Way 
more than any other club contributed. Keep collecting those 
cat food and soup can tabs, as well as the drink can tabs. 
Bring them to any meeting. We also contributed many, many 
single-use toiletries for the families of sick children who stay 
at Ronald McDonald House in Savannah. This project is a 
Garden Club of Georgia endeavor. We may continue to take 
items directly to the House until March, when the 
competition among Districts ends. The winning District will 
be announced at the State Convention in April.  
Libby Hogan--Committee Chair 
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The Gardens committee and helpers meet at the cabins at  

Please come and join us.  

Betty Young – Committee Co-Chair 

Cassina Gardens Committee 

Golden Days Planting Update 

Our spring blooming bulbs have been ordered including new 
varieties this year! 

Our plan ting  date is Thursday, December 11 th,  at  
10am, meeting at the cabins with trowels. The Golden Days 
project is primarily the 
responsibility of NEW 
MEMBERS although many good 
Samaritans show up. There will be 
a sign-up sheet at the 
November meeting. 

 Thanks in advance to all for 
participating. 

Neil Henry - Chair 

Our Penny Pines Project 
This month, we collected $69.55 at our October meeting for 
Penny Pines and therefore, we get to plant another tree! 

Our Cassina Garden Club participates in this National Garden 
Club project by contributing $68.00 to a Penny Pine plantation as 
part of the costs of planting replacement trees to a particular 
damaged area by fire or other catastrophe. 
 

Thanks to all who reached into their pockets and purses to give. 
Please remember to be generous at our November meeting when 
the basket is passed your way. 

Thanks again! 
 
Jane Ledbetter – Committee Chair 

Calling All Artists/Designers! 

Would you like to use your imagination and artistic skills 
to enhance the Cassina Children’s Garden? We have a 
wonderful grant from St. Simons Island Rotary Club for 
our new Children’s Garden.  It’s a great garden, thanks to 
Martha Martin, but we need to have a name on it to 
identify what it is!  Martha has funds to buy any materials 
you might need.  Please submit your ideas to Martha 
Martin.   

Call  Martha Martin  at  638-2588 or  222-5903 

Member Concerns 
Our sympathy goes member Sandy Storino at the passing of 

husband Pat Storino. 
Thelma Montgomery “appreciates all the cards and notes 

she has received!” 
 

Have info to share? Call: Sandy Storino 634-1141 
 or Anne Brown 638-8189 

 

 

THE CASSINA THYMES 
 The Cassina Thymes is published 10 times a year and is 

distributed to members around the 1st of the month via email and 
also by regular mail for those who request it. Articles must be 

submitted by the 15 th of  the month preceding the publication 
month. Please submit photos and articles to Newsletter Editor:  

Jennifer Broadus – jenniferbroadus@broadus.com 


