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Our Annual Picnic! 
The Members' May picnic will be held on 
Thursday, May 14 at the cabins at 11 AM. 

Please join your fellow Cassina members to celebrate the 
coming of Spring and a wonderful a club year! If you would 

like to bring food for the picnic, please contact 
Lee Dillard at 638-7959. 

 

Hostesses: Lee Dillard (Lead), Linda Buchert,                       
Caroline Fleetwood, Mary Griffiths, Nancy Krabill,                   

Mary Lynch & Martha Mooney 

Above photo taken at last year.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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Our 9th Annual Garden Walk – Huge Success! 
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Our 9th Annual Tabby and Tillandsia Garden Walk 
dodged rain showers mixed with a little lightning and 
thunder. None of our tour goers complained about the 
damp day because they were enchanted with the 6 
gardens that were all dressed in their spring finery. 
They were genuinely surprised at the Hampton Point 
garden where the homeowner allowed them to walk 
through her home to enjoy the magnificent vista from 
her upper porch. 
 
The hunt for the tabby cabins in each garden was a lot 
of fun as the visitors tried to interpret Ann 
Worthington’s amusing poems to find the hidden 
cabins. Forty people turned in completed game cards 
for the five prizes. 
 
Our gardens never looked better if you ignored the deer 
enjoying some of the roses and agapanthus buds a few 
days ago.  Martha Martin, Betty Young and Snookie 
Collins were there to talk about the variety of plants.  
Martha Armstrong and her team had to give “tours” of 
the Tea Cabin by peeking in the windows.  So much is 
happening, a tour inside was off limits to our visitors.  
The Southern Garden Party was moved inside the 
Meeting Cabin.  Susan Haley delivered a beautiful 
arrangement of garden flowers for the centerpiece. 
Beautiful roses from Jim and Kay Harrell’s garden were 
in containers decorating the entrance.  Sue, Sibby, 
Susie, Becky and Molly did not miss a beat as they set 
up the lovely display of sweets starting the event before 
2:00 because many visitors were arriving early. When 
the sun came out at 3:30, Jeff LeMieux began plein air 
painting in the garden. 
  
Libby Hogan and Deana Davis made it easy for our tour 
goers to find their way around the island with the 
placement of dozens of signs.  I hope everyone saw our 
banners at the entrance to the causeway.  
  
Visitors enjoyed seeing the beautiful flower 
arrangements at Glynn Visual Art’s “Fine Art and 
Flowers” exhibit, and Hillary Parker’s Botanical 
Watercolors. Elizabeth LeSueur and Nancy Muldowney 
coordinated this event with our tour. 
 
 
Continued next page… 
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Our 9th Annual Garden Walk – and more… 
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Many thanks to Linda and Jay Buchert for hosting the 
lovely garden party to thank our garden owners and 
committee on Wednesday evening.         
 
Sixty-s ix  Cassina members participated either as 
docents or on committees before the tour.  Fifty plus  
friends and family assisted as docents and as parkers.   
Co-chairs Anne Aspinwall and Neil Henry want to 
thank their committee for all of their hard work: 
Gee Gee Adams, Dale Anderson, Sandy Anderson, 
Martha Armstrong, Jane Bangert, Lee Baxter, Ann 
Beeson, Jennifer Broadus, June Brown,  Linda Buchert, 
Jan Campbell, Leslie Carlton, Sue Chambless, Carol 
Cudahy, Deana Davis, Liz DeMato, Lee Dillard, Dottie 
Fielder, Sibby Gruber, Nancy Harper, Kay Harrell, 
Libby Hogan, Nancy Krabill, Mary Lynch, Molly 
Maccaulay, Martha Martin, Bobbie Mohlman, Nancy 
Muldowney, Elizabeth Powell, Janis Rodriguez, Susie 
Salvatore, Joanne Scott, Becky Stephenson, Rose Ann 
Williams, Ann Worthington, Becky Yelverton, Betty 
Young and all of the docents and friends who helped. 

 
M a n y  T h a n k s  t o  A l l !  
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April Birthday Girl 

And the Winner is. . .  Ann Worthington who    
won the April Birthday drawing at our meeting on the 9th!  
Happy Birthday to all of our April Birthday Girls! 

       
     I t’s time to  look back on the Club’s   
     accomplishments of the year,  such as… 

• Almost completion of Phases 1 & 2 of Tea Cabin 
Restoration, including removal of Portland cement façade, 
new historically correct windows and shutters, and 
application of tabby and stucco 

• Hosting of several groups in the cabins, including Sea Oats 
Garden Club, the Lucas-Hill-Rudolph family reunion, 
Couper family, Frederica Academy first-graders, and 
Roads Scholars 

• Numerous workshops at Tatum Ribbon to create beautiful 
treasures to sell at the Christmas Market (with great food and 
camaraderie!) 

• Creation of the children’s garden, The Peanut Patch 
• Miniature cabins collecting change around the island AND nice 

donations 
• Purchase of a tree per month for NGC’s Penny Pines Project 
• Contribution of nearly 50 pounds of pull tabs for Ronald 

McDonald House, a GCG Project 
• The Plant It Pink garden at Hospice of the Golden Isles and 

addition of new pink-flowering perennials 
• Jingle Bells and Seashells—a fabulous 30th anniversary 

Christmas Tour of Homes on Sea Island 
• Record-setting Christmas Bake Sale and Market 
• Sip ‘n’ Shop at J. McLaughlin to raise restoration funds 
• Planting of 600 daffodil bulbs in Golden Days field and delivery 

of many daffodil bouquets 
• Second Sunday at Bennie’s Red Barn 
• Kickoff for the Cabin Fever Capital Campaign, with mailing to 

5,000 Golden Isles residents bringing significant donations for 
restoration efforts 

• Another beautiful Annual Luncheon at Brunswick Country Club, 
decorated with lovely table arrangements 

• Entertaining and educational programs on topics like orchid 
growing, Cannon’s Point, attracting and identifying birds, 
Georgia State Botanical Gardens, solving prevalent garden 

From the President 
Dottie and friends in Hawaii 
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• Excellent field trips and workshops: herb containers, 
private tour of camellia gardens, Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens, Thomasville Tour 

• Representation at Oleander District Meeting and Garden 
Club of Georgia Convention 

• Program presentation on the cabins and artifacts for 
second grade students at Oglethorpe Point Elementary 
School’s Georgia History Day 

• Special called meeting to explore future directions for the 
Club and completion of questionnaires by members 

• Significant revision of Club Bylaws and Standing Rules, 
based on findings from discussions and questionnaires 

• Cabin Fever Weekend of events and activities, including 
formal and informal dinners, silent auction, historic trolley 
tours, picnic lunch, school visits, cabin “sleepover” and 
Sunday service 

• Wonderful ninth annual Tabby and Tillandsia Garden 
Walk, with “Garden Surprises,” Fine Art and Flowers, 
Botanical art exhibit, plein air artists, arrangement 
demonstrations  and garden parties 

        And coming…our annual picnic under the oak trees on      
        May 14; don’t miss it as we celebrate all the year’s successes.   
        These things didn’t just happen!  They are the results of the  
        creativity, skills and teamwork of you, our members! 

              Dottie 
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If you weren’t at our April 
meeting, you missed a 

beautiful light breakfast 
buffet presentation by our 
April Meeting Hostesses, 

Ann Beeson, Libby Hogan, 
Becky Stephenson  

& Nan Weiss! 
 

Thanks so much ladies. 
Lovely job!                   

Yum! 
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April  Membership  Meeting 

58 people attended: 

46 Active members                                               
2 Associate members                                               

2 Life members                                                                

 

Board Notes April 2,  2015 

Nominating committee presented a slate of 
officers for 2015-16: 

President – Dottie Fielder 
Vice-President/President Elect – June Brown 
Secretary – Sandy Anderson 
Treasurer – Sue Cansler 
Assistant Treasurer – Leslie Carlton 

The slate was approved with one negative vote. 
Note: The slate was approved by full membership 
at the April 10 meeting. 
 
Motion for Club not to have Christmas Tour of 
Homes in 2015 was unanimously approved. 
 

Spring Sightings! 
Left: The 
beautiful 
Fringe tree on 
Kings Way 
was in full 
bloom a few 
weeks ago. 

Contributed by 
Dottie Fielder 

 

 

Left: A 
trumpet vine 
grows high 
atop the oak 
trees on 
Frederica Road 

Contributed by 
Frances Allen 
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Cabin Restoration Update 

The new shutters on the Tea Cabin are almost complete. Only 
the inside cypress boards need to be attached at the bottom of the 
timber frame and the shutters will be ready to be stained white. 
The stucco is drying out and once completely dry the exterior of 
the Tea Cabin will be white washed with three coats of lime- 
based wash. The white wash will protect the stucco and tabby and 
was used by the slaves for the same purpose. It will need to be 
“repainted” every six years or so, just as our own houses are 
repainted. 

With funds available, the Board voted to proceed with the 
removal of the Tea Cabin floor. This will get the cement away 
from the tabby walls and stop the water wicking into the tabby.  
Also during this phase we will have an archaeologist examine the 
inside ground for artifacts. During this phase of the restoration 
the type of flooring that was original can be determined.  
Preliminary examinations have indicated the floors were made of 
tabby but this will be confirmed through the archaeology. 

The wooden floors have now been removed and the cabin 
continues to tell its story. The original wall that separated the two 
sides of the living quarters in the cabin was discovered.   The 
original tabby wall can be seen between the slabs of concrete. 
This wall will be preserved so everyone can view it in the future. 
This was truly an exciting find as we had always thought there 
was a dividing wall but never had the evidence or documentation 
that such a wall existed. 

The wood from the floors was saved and offered as reclaimed 
wood for flooring elsewhere. The floors were pine but not heart 
pine and in various lengths, much too long to fit into our storage. 
We had many responses from people wanting to buy the wood 
flooring. The funds will go toward the restoration of the Tea 
Cabin. The door, windows and mantel remain in storage. 

Once the wood is removed from the cabin, Tidewater will 
carefully remove the concrete slab from the Tea Cabin. The cabin 
will continue to be closed to tours going inside during the 
restoration, but the Meeting Cabin will always be available to see. 

This phase of the restoration will be a very interesting time for all 
of us and who knows what we may discover! Please contact Janis 
Rodriguez with any questions, and do come by the cabins and see 
the near completion of Phases 1 and 2. Janis will send out a 
notice to the membership to come watch the archaeology once the 
concrete is removed. 

Janis Rodriguez – Cabin Restoration Project Chair 

 

 

The original wall that 
separated the two sides of the 

living quarters in the cabin 
was discovered. 

Down view of the cabin floor…With the wooden floors 
removed, evidence of the original wall that divided the 
cabin is visible. 
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John Ecker from Tidewater Preservation, Inc. puts the 
finishing touches on the shutters. 
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    Reminder:  Penny Pines 

Last chance this year for Penny Pines at 
our May meeting. We are well on our way 

to purchasing a tree for each month        
this year. Please dig in your purse for a 

bills or change at the May Meeting.    
Many Thanks! 

                                                  Bev Nash - Chair 

Dawn Hart Shares Her Favorites 

A little girl, who once hid in a hollowed-out primrose 
bush at the foot of England's Lancashire Moors, is 
now a treasured resource for each of us. That little 
girl, Dawn Hart, owner of ACE Garden Center and 
long-time Cassina supporter, was our featured speaker 
at the April meeting.   

The next time you go to ACE Garden Center to select 
container plants, Dawn suggests putting your 
"showcase plant" in a little red wagon and testing your 
choices right there in the garden center. The familiar 
guidelines of thriller, filler and spiller is just the 
beginning.  Keep in mind the light available in your 
chosen location and the water requirements of each 
plant. If your container will be viewed from afar, one-
color or one variety planters make the most impact; 
combination plantings are best enjoyed close up. 

If you’re grouping pots to soften the edges of an 
uninteresting corner, use an odd number of containers 
of varying heights. To increase variety, one or two 
pots of a single plant will add interest and rest for the 
eye. 

A common problem is when plants die on one side of 
a pot.  Usually, that side has never been turned to the 
light for even growth. Dawn advises turning your pot 
once a month and feeding every month. Slow release 
fertilizers and products that increase the water 
retention in the soil will help cut down on the 
attention the pots require. 

When traveling, try moving your pots in the path of 
the irrigation system. If that's not possible, try some of 
the new watering spikes, like Plant Nanny, that 
provide moisture over a longer period of time. 

Dawn spoke with ease about selections for indoor, 
shady areas and hot sunny locations. She mentioned 
new varieties of heat hardy petunias and geraniums, 
among others. She's also familiar with deer favorites 
as well as deer-resistant selections. ACE employees 
are always willing to give advice. 

Continued right… 

 

Dawn Hart peeking behind the foliage of her presentation 

April Meeting Revisited 
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If you bring a photo of your pot and/or location, plant 
selection will be that much easier.  However, if you'd like 
the tried and true advice of our "Gardening Anglophile," 
ask someone who attended the meeting for the list of 
Dawn's Favorite Container Picks. 

Submitted by Mary Lynch 
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The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. Convention 

The 87th Annual Garden Club of Georgia, Inc., 
Convention was held on April 15-17, 2015 at the Jekyll 
Island Convention Center. Over 300 members across 
the state were in attendance. Garden club members 
attending from Cassina Garden Club were Janis 
Rodriguez, Kay Harrell, Dottie Fielder, and Liz 
DeMato. 
 
Martha Price of Byron, president of the nearly 11,000 
member organization, presided over the business 
sessions. The three-day convention emphasized youth, 
scholarships, garden club projects, Jekyll Island 
Historic District Tour and a visit to The Georgia Sea 
Turtle Center. Members attended three informative 
workshops on wild birds from your backyard to the 
beach, funky flower arranging and strategic planning 
and latest development in water matters. 
 
The Keynote speaker opening night was Paul H. 
Medders, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 
Coastal Division, Brunswick; the topic was exploring 
coastal Georgia, 100 miles of coast line rich in history, 
beauty and natural wonders. 
 
Dr. Terry Norton, founder, director, and veterinarian at 
The Georgia Sea Turtle Center, Jekyll Island was 
presented GCG’s highest non-member award, the 
Award of Merit during the April 16 luncheon. During 
this luncheon, youth awards were presented.   
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A special guest was Gloria Blake, Deep South 
Regional Director and featured speaker at the Awards 
Banquet on April 16. State awards and Deep South 
awards were presented to individuals, clubs and 
councils for their outstanding achievements in all 
areas of garden club work during 2014-2015 year.  
Local winners were: 
 

• St. Simons Island Garden Club Council—
Yearbook, 1st Place, GCG 

• Cassina Garden Club—Publication, 1st Place, 
Extra Large Clubs, GCG 

• Cassina Garden Club—Yearbook, 1st Place, 
GCG and Deep South Region 

• Cassina Garden Club—Website, 1st Place, 
Extra Large Clubs, GCG 

• Cassina Garden Club—Garden Center Award, 
GCG 

• Cassina Garden Club—Garden Week in 
Georgia, 1st Place, GCG 

• Cassina Garden Club—Historic Preservation, 
1st Place, GCG and Deep South Region 

 
At the close of the convention on April 17 was the 
Life Membership Luncheon and Installation of The 
Garden Club of Georgia officers and district directors 
for 2015-2017.  Martha Price was installed as 
president of The Garden Club of Georgia. 
 
The Oleander District of The Garden Club of Georgia 
served as host for the convention. Geri Shaw of St. 
Mary’s Garden Club was chairman and Sara Lanier of 
Neptune Garden Club, St. Simons Island, was co-
chairman for the “Georgia’s Coastal Magic” 
convention with members of the district serving in 
many capacities.  Janis Rodriguez and Kay Harrell, 
Cassina GC, served as Co-Chairs of the Vendors 
Committee. 
 
Submitted by Dottie Fielder 

Present at the conference from Cassina were Janis Rodriguez, 
Liz DeMato, Kay Harrell, & Dottie Fielder 
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This and That & More… 

Spring is here and the Hospice House Garden is 
starting to "pink up" with the perennials popping up 
with new color and annuals to be planted. Several trays 
of annuals have been donated by Karen Summers of 
Coastal Bloomers. We just need to keep the weeds 
under control and dead head over the summer. Many 
thanks to all of you that have helped already and those 
signed up to help this summer. 

Submitted by Nan Fuller – Committee Chair 
Little Cabins – Bringing in the Coins 

The miniature replica Tabby 
Cabin banks that we have 
distributed around the island at 
locations including Starbucks and 
Mellow Mushroom are performing 
well. Thanks to Mary Ellen 
Parkins for monitoring this 
valuable program which brings 
money and recognition to our 
cabin restoration project.  
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In the Pink at Hospice! 

 

Ronald McDonald 
Houses collect pop 
tabs to raise money to 
support their valuable 
program. As big 
supporters of 
Ronald McDonald Houses this is an easy way for 
Cassina to help sick children and their families. We also 
collect single-use toiletry items for Ronald McDonald 
House families.  Keep on saving! Please bring donations 
to the annual picnic on May 14!  Thanks! 
 
Libby Hogan – Committee Chair 
 

The Gardens committee 
and helpers meet at the 
cabins at 9:00 a.m. every 
Saturday. We have fun and 
make our gardens beautiful 
for all to see! Please come 
and join us!     

Betty Young & Martha Martin – Garden Co-Chairs                     

The Gardens Committee 

THE CASSINA THYMES  

The Cassina Thymes is published 10 times a year                 
and is distributed to members around the 1st of the month via 

email and also by regular mail for those who request it. 
Articles must be submitted by the 15th of the month preceding 
the publication month. Please submit photos and articles to the 

Newsletter Editor.  Next Issue – August 

Have a good summer! 
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More… 

The cabins were opened in January, February, and March 
for several different groups. We had drop-ins as well as 
scheduled events including an opening for Black History 
Month, a Road Scholar Group and a visit from a 
representative from Georgia Tourism for a total number of 
88 visitors. During this time, sales of cabin merchandise 
totaled $149.00 and donations totaled $64.00.  

There were several openings in April including another 
Road Scholar Group as well as 3 private tours. At press 
time, April figures were not available.  Plans for May 
include two groups from Epworth-by-the-Sea.   

Much interest has been shown in the ongoing restoration 
at the Tea Cabin, and it is a pleasure to share this story 
with our visitors. 

Summer docents needed! Check your calendars and 
be ready to sign up at the picnic for Wednesday mornings 
this summer.   

 Submitted by Martha Armstrong 
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Docent Report Thomasville Field Trip Fun! 

If you missed the Thomasville Field trip on April 28 
& 29, you missed a great time. Our twenty-eight 
members and guests traveled via motor coach to 
Georgia’s City of Roses for tours of a magnificent 
Plantation, historic homes, gardens, and fine dining at 
the famous Glen Arven Club. A stop in Valdosta on 
the way home to see the Crescent Garden Center and 
historic mansion was an added treat! A wonderful 
time was had by all. Another exciting overnight trip 
is in the planning for next year. More news to follow. 
You won’t want to miss it. 

Jennifer Broadus 
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A Wonderful Cassina Year in Review… 

1 

2

3 

4
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 10 11 

1. Busy Cassina friends at the Christmas Market workshop.   2. Christmas Tour head Docents.   3. Our new members and their sponsors.  4. Dottie 
& June with our February Luncheon guest speaker, Wilf Nicholls.  5. Friends at the Christmas Market at St. Williams.  6. Stuffing party for the 
Capital Campaign January mailing.  7. Members at the Sip & Shop at J. McLaughlin   8. Little first grade Pilgrims and Indians from Frederica 
Academy during their Thanksgiving Feast Day at the cabins.  9. Jane Rives’ big birthday celebration!  10. Our Golden Days daffodil project in 
bloom.  11. Our field trip to a private camellia garden in Savannah in January.  More…. 
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More… Wonderful Year in Review… 

12. Little cabin banks make $$$ around the island for cabin restoration.  13. The 2014 spring luncheon committee. 14. Bev Nash & Leslie Carlton 
pick daffodils for our annual Golden Days effort.  15. Martha Martin in the Peanut Patch Children’s Garden.  16. Our 2014/15 Officers with 
outgoing President Janis Rodriguez at the 2014 spring luncheon.  17. Nancy Krabill, Gee Gee Adams & Jane Bangert at the Newcomer Meeting.  
18. Our Cabin Fever Weekend guest, Joe McGill, from the Cabin Dwelling Project.  19. Chef Matthew Raiford at our Cabin Fever Riverside Dinner 
on March 29th.  20. The Capital Campaign Committee at the Cabin Fever Weekend Opening Dinner.  21. Dottie visiting schools during Heritage 
Day.     
                           WHAT A GREAT YEAR!!!  Thanks to all  who made it  happen!  

12 

13 

16 

17 

14 

18 

19 

20 
21 

15 

Our 
2014/15 
yearbook 


