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Dawn Hart – Guest Speaker 
“Container Gardening – Everything Your Wanted to Know.” 

Good friend  and supporter of Cassina Garden Club,  
Dawn Hart from Ace Garden Center, will present and 
discuss many different types of container gardens: 
window boxes, baskets, large pots, hanging baskets, and 
tiered containers. Our local garden expert will answer all 
your questions about container gardening.  Don’t miss it! 

Hostesses – Becky Stephenson (Lead Hostess), Ann Beeson,                 
                   Libby Hogan & Nan Weiss 
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Our 9th Annual Garden Walk – April 25th! 
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  “Put a little Spring in your Walk” 

Our posters are up, and tickets are for sale. Ask a 
friend to join you for our 9th Annual Tabby and 
Tillandsia Tour on April 25. From a birder’s 
paradise to an old plantation site, each garden 
presents ideas for your own space.                          
     Don’t forget the Hamilton Plantation Garden 
Club’s Plant Sale on our grounds from 8-2 on tour 
day.  Stop by to see their wonderful collection of 
plants.                                                 
     Sue Chambless, our newest Life Member, and 
Susie Salvatore are planning a wonderful Southern 
Garden Party to celebrate the day. Tourgoers will 
bring their Game Cards back to the cabins between 
2-5 for the winning card to be drawn for a prize.  
     During our Garden Party, there will be a 
potting demonstration by Gee Gee Adams and 
Elizabeth Powell at 2:45pm and 3:45pm. Painted 
pots with small plants and the demonstration pots 
will be for sale.                                                    
     Plein Air Artists will be painting on the 
grounds of the cabins.                                           
     Help us make the tour a success by your 
participation! If you are a docent, you can 
purchase a discounted ticket ($20) from Leslie 
Carlton. I want to thank Liz DeMato for training 
the Head Docents. If you would like to be a 
docent, please call Liz or Anne Aspinwall for a 
garden assignment.  

Anne Aspinwall, Event Co-chair 
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March Birthday Girl 

And the Winner is… Phillis Harrell who 
won the March Birthday drawing at our March 
meeting on the 12th!  Happy Birthday to all of our 
March babies! 

 

My goodness gracious!                              

It hardly seems possible that the Cassina year is winding down 
already. The year has been so chock-full of activity that it has 
passed like lightning. 

By now you should know that the ten changes in By-laws were all 
passed by voting at the March 12 meeting. Quite a few members 
voted by proxy prior to the meeting day. I know that not all 
members are pleased with the outcomes in every case but the 
democratic process worked well, and I believe that each person 
felt his or her opinions had been heard. Leslie Carlton, leading the 
ad hoc By-laws and Standing Rules Committee, will bring to the 
May Board meeting some modifications in Standing Rules to be 
in line with the By-laws and to reflect the wishes expressed by 
members through the questionnaire. Any member may attend the 
Board and may speak on an issue prior to the Board members’ 
vote.  The meeting is Thursday, May 7, at 10:00 in the Meeting 
Cabin. 

Even though it will not require a Standing Rules change, I plan to 
request that the Board vote to discontinue the Christmas Tour of 
Homes this year.  I also plan to suggest that a Christmas Bake 
Sale and possibly a limited market (to sell off all our accumulated 
decorations) be held in December. These two items received 
strong support for continuation, especially the Bake Sale.  The 
Tabby and Tillandsia Garden Walk is still on, and we’ll work hard 
to make sure it continues to be a highlight of our Cassina year. 

Each of you has received a dues notice by now, with an 
explanation of the change in dues structure. Be sure to complete 
your dues form, update your information, and bring to the April 
meeting or send your check to P.O. Box 20191, SSI, NO LATER 
THAN APRIL 30. Your dues are delinquent if not paid by May 1.  

Have a beautiful April; see you at Garden Walk April 25! 

Dottie 

From the 
President 

Dottie In Chile 

 

Board Notes—March 2015 
Voted to change dues for active members to $100 per 
year and for associates to $125 per year. 

Approved plan to investigate cost of having three 
durable, weather-friendly historical signs made to share 
the history of the two cabins and gardens. 

Approved the purchase of a small plaque honoring Chris 
Anderson to be placed on one of outdoor cabin benches. 

Approved proposal to have Tidewater Preservation, Inc. 
do flooring and electrical work next on Tea Cabin. 

March Meeting Attendance 

57 members attended                                           
52 Active                                                                 

2 Life Active                                                         
3 Associate members 
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If you missed it…you missed something special…our own Cassina daffodil patch in full 
bloom! Truly a sight to behold. Thanks to all who make it happen! 
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Our own Beverly Nash and Leslie Carlton 
picking daffodils for our annual flower vase 
giving for friends of Cassina. 

The Difference betweeen a  Daffodil  and a Narciss is?                                      
None. The two words are synonyms. Narcissus is the Latin or 
botanical name for all daffodils, just as ilex is for hollies. Daffodil 
is the common name for all members of the genus Narcissus, and 
its use is recommended by the ADS at all times other than in 
scientific writing.                                                                       
What  is  a  Jonquil?                                                                                           
In some parts of the country any yellow daffodil is called a jonquil, 
usually incorrectly. As a rule, but not always, jonquil species and 
hybrids are characterized by several yellow flowers, strong scent, 
and rounded foliage. The hybrids are confined to Division 7 and the 
term “jonquil” should be applied only to daffodils in Division 7 or 
species in Division 13 known to belong to the jonquil group.                                                        
How many kinds of daffodils  are there?                            
Depending on  which botanist you talk to, there are between 40 and 
200 different daffodil species, subspecies or varieties of species and 
over 25,000 registered cultivars (named hybrids) divided among the 
thirteen divisions of the official classification system. 

Source: The National Daffodil Society 

What’s the Difference? 
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Cabin Restoration Update 

Because of weather and the death of Chris Anderson of 
Tidewater Preservation, the restoration work was on hold for the 
first week in March.  The tabby repair is now finished and the 
final application of the stucco was completed mid-March. The 
stucco will now need to “cure” for several weeks before the 
whitewash can be applied. 

During the removal of the Portland cement-based stucco 
Tidewater was able to save a lot of the original stucco and only 
apply new stucco over the exposed tabby.  Now we will be able 
to see the pour lines of each level of tabby, and the Tea Cabin 
will again look as it did almost two hundred years ago. 

While in Virginia attending Chris Anderson’s funeral, Janis 
Rodriguez visited the Fredericksburg office of Tidewater 
Preservation.  The Cypress shutters for the Tea Cabin were being 
made there along with the period nails that were manufactured 
especially for this project.  The hinges were being individually 
forged and, when completed, the shutters will be installed over 
the timber framed windows in the cabin.  This will complete the 
first phase of our restoration project on the Tea Cabin. 

Janis Rodriguez, Greg Jacobs, John Ecker and Fred Ecker met to 
discuss the next phase of the restoration.  Janis discussed 
available funds with Kay Harrell and presented to the Board at 
the March meeting the options to consider.  The Board voted to 
proceed with the removal of the Tea Cabin floor.  This will get 
the cement away from the tabby walls and stop the water 
wicking into the tabby.  Also during this phase we will have  an 
archaeologist examine the inside ground for artifacts.  During 
this documentation the type of flooring that was original can be 
determined.  Preliminary examinations have indicated the floors 
were made of tabby but this will be confirmed through the 
archaeology. 

The kitchen has been cleaned and all unnecessary items removed 
so the area can be used as our “store” to sell Cassina Garden 
Club products.  All windows, door, mantel, and furniture will be 
stored during the removal of the flooring.  The inside of the Tea 
Cabin will be closed to tours during the restoration, but the 
Meeting Cabin will be open for tours. 

Janis plans to send out notices so the membership can come 
watch the archaeologist during the dig.  This will be a very 
interesting time for all of us, and who knows what we may 
discover! Please contact Janis Rodriguez with any questions, and 
do come by the cabins and see the completion of Phase One.  
Janis will send out a notice to the membership to come watch the 
archaeology once the floor is removed. 

Janis Rodriguez – Cabin Restoration Project Chair 
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A Big Thank You! 

Three big thank you’s go to Jim Williams of UBS, Bob 
Pinkerton and Martha Martin. Jim Williams repaired the 
log benches by putting new legs on them.   Bob 
Pinkerton helped Janis Rodriguez to build two new 
benches from the lumber that was on bricks by the Tea 
Cabin. And Martha Martin hemmed the new curtains for 
the kitchen.  Come to the cabins and enjoy sitting by the 
river on our restored and new benches, and peek inside 
the clean kitchen and see the new curtains. 

Submitted by Janis Rodriguez 

The stucco will now need to “cure” 
for several weeks before the 
whitewash can be applied. 

John Ecker from Tidewater applying the stucco 



 
 

 6 

Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

 

We still have a place for you! 
This delightful trip has been planned to emphasize visits to 
beautiful gardens and historic homes. Thomasville, GA, is 
a charming community known for its rich history and 
magnificent rose gardens.  
This tour will include visits to Pebble Hill Plantation, 
Birdsong Nature Center, Thomasville Rose Garden, 
Thomasville History Museum and the beautiful Victorian 
showplace – the Lapham-Patterson House. The journey 
home will include a stop in Valdosta, GA, to tour the 
Crescent House and Gardens. The trip is wonderfully 
priced at just $230 per person (double occupancy) and is 
all-inclusive except for one lunch. Single rooms also 
available for an additional $58. Tour limited to just 40 
Cassina members and guests. Send your check for $230 to 
Cassina Treasurer, Sue Cansler, P.O. Box 20191, SSI, GA 
31522. See our website for more details.  

Field Trip Chairs – Jennifer Broadus  

Reminder:  Penny Pines 

Remember to bring your extra change     
for Penny Pines to our April meeting.         
We are well on our way to purchasing         

a tree for each month this year.                                    
Keep up the good work! 

                                                  Bev Nash - Chair 
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How fortunate Cassina was to have Dr. Don Gardner, 
Agricultural and Natural Resources Agent for the 
University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service, 
speak at the March meeting.  

The presentation focused on common gardening problems, 
errors, and solutions. He told of the impatience many of us 
display when working in our garden and how important it 
is to perform procedures at the right time. Fungus in 
grasses seems to the main culprit in having a healthy 
lawn. The goal is to get the grass to grow faster than the 
fungus!! Grass doesn't respond well to fungicide. Do not 
fertilize when dormant and wait until the ground has been 
65 degrees F for at least 2 weeks before adding fertilizer.  

When planting don't plant too deep, don't mulch around 
the plant blocking sunlight, and do not leave the burlap on 
the root ball. Also, don't be lazy and fail to dig a proper 
hole!  Pruning is also a common mistake people make. Of 
course, we all see the butchered crepe myrtles which 
appear every year at this time.   

Azaleas are suffering from the same kind of drastic 
pruning. Only prune after blooming season and before the 
Fourth of July.  Do this by taking out 1/4 of the oldest 
stems to stimulate flowering next year. Trim only the 
tallest branches on your citrus plants. Fertilize May, June 
and July with nitrogen.   

Contributed by Rose Ann Williams 

 

Dr. Don Gardner left with Bill Reiss 

March Meeting Revisited 
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Cabin Fever Weekend – Huge Success! 
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     So many activities were crammed 
into March 27-29, it was head-spinning! 
It started with Joseph McGill, Jr. 
speaking to 4th and 8th grade students at 
three Glynn County schools. They loved 
seeing him in Civil War reenactment 
uniform and asked many questions 
about his sleeping in slave 
dwellings. 
     Friday night’s cocktail reception, 
seated 3-course dinner, and a lively 
silent auction were capped off by a 
moving presentation by Joe to a 
crowd of 70 at the  A.W. Jones 
Heritage Center. 
     On Saturday two trolley tours led 
by African-American historian Amy 
Roberts visited many significant sites on 
St. Simons Island and included a 
Cassina lunch at the cabins. 
     Saturday night the cabin grounds 
provided a beautiful, though windy 
setting for CheFarmer Matthew 
Raiford’s culinary students to serve a 
bona-fide island meal (with recipes from 
Coastal Cookery) to 75 food and history 
enthusiasts.  Gordon Strother and his 
Stringrays Unplugged played the live 
music through the night, which was 
warmed by a blazing fire in our new 
firepit, created especially for Cassina by 
Golden Isles Career Academy students. 
     A prayerful but shivering group sang 
praise in the Sunday morning cold while 
listening to Rev. Bob Brown preach and 
teach about African-American worship 
traditions. It was a fitting end to the 
experiences of a memorable weekend 
for Cassina Garden Club. 
    Many thanks to all who did so much 
to make Cabin Fever Weekend really 
special! 
 
Submitted by Dottie Fielder 
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Prospective Member Gathering at the Cabins on February 28 
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A meeting of some of the prospective members and their sponsors 
was conducted at the cabins on February 28, 2015. Cabins & 
Gardens Orientation was led by Martha Armstrong and Martha 
Martin. New provisional members for 2015 in attendance were, 
left to right: Mariclare Knowles, Gail Johnson, Janice Brinkley, 
Molly Macaulay, Charlotte Lueckel and Laura Jackson. 

 

Right: Member Sponsor Ann Worthington (left) 
with prospective member Gail Johnson 

Lost & Found                             
Is this pretty umbrella yours? It was left at           
St. Simons Presbyterian Church after our survey 
meeting in February. To claim it, contact Dottie 
Fielder: 912- 223-3536 or sqroot2@comcast.net 

Little Cabins – Cha-ching, Cha-ching 

The miniature replica Tabby Cabin 
banks that we have distributed 
around the island at locations 
including Starbucks and Mellow 
Mushroom are performing well. 
Last month they earned us $51.89! 
Thanks to Mary Ellen Parkins for 
organizing this valuable program 
which brings money and recognition 
to our cabin restoration project. 
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This cheerful note was sent to Neal Henry via email who 
is under-going treatment at Mayo Clinic. Neal headed the 
Golden Days planting of our daffodil project this year.    
Like the note says, “Return home soon Neal!” 

THE CASSINA THYMES  

The Cassina Thymes is published 10 times a year and is 
distributed to members around the 1st of the month via 
email and also by regular mail for those who request it. 

Articles must be submitted by the 15th of the month 
preceding the publication month. Please submit photos and 

articles to Newsletter Editor:  Jennifer Broadus 
jenniferbroadus@broadus.com 

 

Ronald McDonald Houses collect pop tabs to raise 
money to support their valuable program. As big 
supporters of Ronald McDonald Houses this is an easy 
way for Cassina to help sick children and their 
families. We also collect single-use toiletry items for 
Ronald McDonald House families. Keep on saving! 
Please bring donations to the next meeting on        
April 9th. 
 
Libby Hogan – Committee Chair 

The Gardens committee and 
helpers meet at the cabins at 9:00 
a.m. every Saturday. We have had 
a few of the new members helping, 
but we always like to have more 
help. Especially now with spring 
upon us! Please come and join us!                             

Betty Young & Martha Martin – Garden Co-Chairs                     

The Gardens Committee 

By-Laws Results 

On March 12th, the membership voted to accept proposed 
revisions to Sections III, VI and IX of our By-Laws.  Each 
member was provided with those changes by mail or email as 
required by our By-Laws. The proposals were designed to ease 
our rules related to membership in our Club in acknowledgement 
of the changes in our society.  Section IX changes are related to 
the terms of office for the Secretary and Treasurers of Cassina.  
The By-Laws/Standing Rules Committee is grateful for the 
membership’s attention to this matter. 

Votes on the By-Laws issues were as follows: 

Suggested  Change Yes No Result  
Change residency requirement from St. 
Simons Island and Sea Island to Glynn 
County 

37 13 Passed 

Delete 90-member limit 52 0 Passed 
Allow part-time residency (6 months or 
more) 

48 0 Passed 

Delete requirement for endorser to be 
Active member. 

51 4 Passed 

Delete requirement of sponsor/endorser 
knowing the candidate for a calendar 
year. 

49 0 Passed 

Allow sponsor/endorser to sponsor 
another candidate in the immediate year 
following being a sponsor/endorser for a 
previous candidate 

51 0 Passed 

Add Revocation of membership to the 
Bylaws by inclusion with Resignation 
and Reinstatement in Article IX. 

48 0 Passed 

Add component of written requests, 
replies and notices and two signatures 
(President and Membership Chairman) 

48 0 Passed 

Allow secretary to serve additional one 
year terms with consent of Board of 
Directors 

49 0 Passed 

Allow treasurer and assistant treasurer 
to serve additional two year terms with 
consent of Board of Directors 

49 1 Passed 

We are currently working on the Standing Rules to bring them 
into alignment with our By-Laws and to make belonging to 
Cassina a more pleasant experience with more relaxed 
membership rules. The proposed changes to the Standing Rules 
will be presented to the Board for a vote at our May meeting.    If 
approved, they will be posted on our website and will be 
published in our 2015-16 Yearbook. We encourage you to take a 
look at them. We think you will be pleased! 

By-Laws & Standing Rules Committee                                  
Leslie Carlton, Chair                                                               
Anne Aspinwall                                                                       
Dottie Fielder                                                                             
Ruth Kolumber                                                                        
Becky Yelverton 
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Presenting  Sponsor:  
  

  
Saturday,  April  25,  2015      10  am  -  5  pm    

(Rain  Date:  Sunday,  April  26,  Noon  -  6  pm)    
  

Tour  6  Private  Gardens  on  St.  Simons  Island  
          by  notable  artist  Hillary  Parker  (106  Island  Drive)      
              Arrangements  interpret  art  (529  Beachview)  
               Hamilton  Plantation  GC  Plant  Sale,  8  am-2  pm  (Cabins)  
                   Southern  Garden  Party  &  Demonstrations,  2  pm-5  pm  (Cabins)  

                   Special  Interest  Stop:    ACE  Garden  Center  
 

T ICKETS :    $30  Advance        ($35  Event  Day)  
St.  Simons  Island:    ACE  Garden  Center,  G  J  Ford  Bookshop,  St.  Simons  Drug      

        Brunswick:       
                            Tour  Day:    Cassina  Tabby  Cabins        
           Information:    912-‐638-‐9808,  lcarlton@bellsouth.net  
           Online:    www.cassinagardenclub.org      

  

 
 

  

9th  
Annual  
Garden  
Walk  


